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Creating Jobs, Building Our Future
By Senator Chandler Woodcock, candidate for Governor

	 It is time for a new understanding between 
Maine government and job creators.  As I 
share my perspective concerning Maine’s 
future, I believe what is most needed is a 
change in attitude.  As Governor, I – and the 
people who work for me – will work with 
job creators in a spirit of humility, predict-
ability, and partnership.
	             First, we need a political leader-
ship that understands that it does not create 
jobs – employers do.  There are thousands of 
Mainers who have invested their time, talent, 
energy and family “nest eggs” in Maine’s fu-
ture.  Businesses from the Farmington Diner 
to Hancock Lumber to Barber Foods to De-
Lorme share this in common.  We need to 
respect this extraordinary commitment, not 
look down our noses suspiciously at these 
fine people.  They are the ones whose lead-
ership and dedication have created and sus-
tained job opportunities for Maine citizens.  
They know what they are up against in a 
global economy.  They are the ones bearing 
the costs and the risk.  Maine government 
ought to have a measure of humility in the 
face of such dedication.

	 As a parent, a teacher, a coach and a sena-
tor, I have always considered that my word is 
my bond. As Governor, I will be no different. 
Honesty and follow-through are necessary 
characteristics of leadership.  You cannot 
inspire people with an overpromising and 
underdelivering of commitments. People 
making long-term investments and creating 
jobs need to know what will be the costs and 
the rules.  A state government that changes 
the rules in the middle of the game injects 
uncertainty and drives up costs.  It makes job 
creators hesitant to make investments in peo-
ple and property.  Maine government needs 
to create an atmosphere of predictability and 
reduce risk, not increase it.
	 If Maine government wants to stimulate 
job creation, it must listen to and support 
those who do it.  I am using my campaign 
for Governor as an opportunity to hear di-
rectly from job creators the best ways state 
government can support their efforts.  We all 
want lower taxes, lower energy costs, lower 
workers’ compensation rates, for example 
– but how will we get the biggest return for 

Continued on page 14

Safety Net or Golden Parachute?
Senator Lois Snowe-Mello

	 Fifty-four thousand dollars. After taxes. 
Clear. Yours. All of  it. If  I told you that this 
would be your take-home pay after one year 
of  earning the minimum wage, you wouldn’t 
believe me.
	 When Representative Brian Duprey and I 
began shedding light on the depth and scope 
of  the benefits available to a single mother of  
two earning the minimum wage, many people 
did not believe it. The numbers we used came 
directly from Maine Partners for Equal Justice, 
and were verified by Department of  Health 
and Human Services.
	 If  the current spokesperson for DHHS, 
Lynn Kippax, former press secretary for the 
governor, elects to refute the department’s 
own numbers during an election year, that is 
his business. If  we cannot trust the numbers 
that emanate from this administration, then 
whose numbers can we trust?
	 But it gets worse. The other day a woman 
I know from Durham approached me. She 
was very distraught, she said, because some 
close friends of  hers who had just returned 
to Maine to live and were looking for work. 
These friends had asked her and her husband 
to help them find jobs, which naturally they 
were happy to do.
	 A few days later this lady received another 
call from her friend. She called to tell them to 
stop looking. She asked excitedly if  her friends 
had found jobs. The reply was, “No, we are 
now receiving state help with food stamps and 
welfare. We’re even getting free health insur-
ance through the state!” She went on, “We’re 
going to be all set and plan to take our time 
looking for work.”

	 I find that story discouraging. These are 
healthy, capable people who have been con-
vinced by the state to take the easy route. This 
is only one example. Another woman related 
to me what she was told when she went to 
the state for help. “Take the welfare,” she was 
advised. “If  you get a job, you can always lose 
it. But when you get welfare, it can never be 
taken away.”
	 I was taught by my parents to work for 
each dollar and to be proud of  it. I believe 
that people are losing their pride and allowing 
the state to pay their way. The work ethic that 
gained Maine its once-legendary reputation as 
a place where rugged individualism held sway 
is rapidly being replaced with a soft, socialis-
tic lifestyle more dependent on handouts than 
hard work.
	 Don’t get me wrong. I believe the state must 
help folks who absolutely cannot take care of  
themselves. What is wrong is where this state 
has chosen to go. We are the most highly taxed 
state in the country. The majority party has, 
for the past 34 years in the legislature, set poli-
cies that have made Maine the worst place to 
do business. This is a fact. We are perennially 
among the states with the highest health in-
surance costs, the highest unemployment in-
surance costs, the highest percentage of  our 
population on Medicaid and welfare, and we 
have always had one of  the highest minimum 
wages in the nation. We’re now the oldest state 
in the country, to boot.

Continued on page 11

Laws, Rules, Regulations, Requirements, And Prohibitions
By Dr. Bill Reid

	 Government is surely justified in 
handing out volumes of fishing regu-
lations. It is the decent thing to do 
since fishermen have a right to know 
on what grounds game wardens are 
charging them and plenty of rea-
son to find out how to avoid being 
charged. That is why, I suppose, the 
authorities issue fishing regulation 
booklets. Regardless of the merits of 
each individual rule and regulation, 
the sheer numbers of such rules and 
regulations makes it difficult for the 
state’s Izaak Waltons to avoid getting 
entangled in them. The more the state 
regulates, the further in the dark the 
citizen sinks in his effort to be obedi-
ent to them. This is increasingly true 
for all state and federal laws, rules, 
regulations, requirements, and pro-
hibitions. As they grow and multiply 
we find it harder and harder to know 
and obey them.

	 Yet, even as the authorities mul-
tiply their rules, we run into some 
strange omissions. Assume for a 
moment that I am the mayor of your 
town, responsible for enforcing a re-
cycling program. Suppose also that 
I send you a notice that all home-
owners must set out their glass and 
metal waste for pick-up on Wednes-
days. You further read that if you set 
your recyclables out too late for pick 
up, you  must remove them from 
the curb by sundown on the same 
day. Your notice, however, makes 
no mention of a penalty for noncom-
pliance. I expect you would not feel 
strongly motivated to comply. You 
might think it voluntary. A ten-dollar 
fine might give you a stronger mo-
tive to comply, wouldn’t it? Stronger 
still if the penalty were fifty dollars. 

Continued on page 14

Mt. Katahdin from Abol Bridge. (Photo by Tony Bessey.)



Page 2  All Maine Matters Fishery Notes - Farming & Forestry, Too!

The Token Conservative
By Jon Reisman

Watermelon Pesticide Needed

	 The	 environmental	 left,	 sometimes	
known	as	the	watermelon	caucus	(green	
on	the	outside,	red	on	the	inside),	is	in	
serious	 need	 of	 some	 accountability.	
Since	our	Governor,	U.S.	Senators	and	
Congresscritters	are	clearly	either	un-
willing	 or	 unable	 to	 call	 Big	 Green	 to	
account	 for	 their	 repeated	 sins	 and	
crimes	against	humanity,	I	guess	it’s	up	
to	the	token	conservative.
	 The	environmental	 left	 includes	 the	
Natural	 Resources	 Council	 of	 Maine,	
Maine	 Audubon,	 the	 Nature	 Conser-
vancy,	 the	 Sierra	 Club,	 the	 League	
of	 Conservation	 Voters,	 the	 Land	 for	
Maine’s	Future	Bureaucrats,	Friends	of	
Acadia,	 Maine	 Rivers,	 the	 Conserva-
tion	 Law	 Foundation,	 most	 land	 trusts,	
Public	 Employees	 for	 Environmental	
Responsibility,	 RESTORE	 the	 North	
Woods,	Trout	Unlimited,	Senators	Col-
lins,	Snowe,	McCain	and	Chafee,	Rep-
resentatives	 Allen	 and	 Michaud	 and	
the	 Maine	 Stream	 Media.	 Governor	
Baldacci	 might	 as	 well	 be	 a	 member-	
he	 made	 Bath	 Nagusky,	 a	 card-carry-
ing	 watermelon	 caucus	 member,	 his	
czarina	of	energy	and	global	warming	
policy.	Even	if	a	pol	isn’t	a	true	believer,	
they	are	so	afraid	of	environmental	po-
litical	jihad	that	very	few	are	willing	to	
cross	Brownie	Carson	(head	green	sha-
man	of	the	NRCM),	much	less	hold	the	
watermelon	caucus	to	account	for	their	
repeated	 transgressions	 to	 Maine’s	
economy,	culture	and	people.
	 Over	 the	 Ides	 of	 March,	 Mainers	
were	 dismayed	 to	 hear	 of	 yet	 another	
manufacturer	(the	GP	mill	in	Old	Town)	
closing	 shop.	 Huge	 headlines	 in	 the	
Maine	 Stream	 Media	 announced	 the	
bad	 news.	 The	 Baldacci	 Daily	 News	
even	 pinpointed	 the	 major	 cause:	
Maine	 has	 the	 highest	 energy	 prices	
in	New	England.	Unfortunately,	the	me-
dia	failed	to	point	out	why	our	energy	
prices	are	high	and	going	higher.	The	
reason:	25	years	of	energy	policies	di-
rected	by	the	environmental	left…	and	
with	 global	 warming	 initiatives	 that	
Gov.	 Baldacci	 has	 pushed	 for	 the	 wa-
termelons,	we	can	expect	more	of	 the	
same-	 including	 a	 steadfast	 refusal	 to	
lay	 the	 blame	 where	 it	 properly	 be-
longs:	 the	 watermelon	 caucus.	 Send	 a	
watermelon	seed	along	with	your	next	
power	bill.
	 Prior	 to	 the	 meltdown	 of	 the	 Old	
Town	 area	 economy,	 Mainers	 were	
treated	to	a	series	of	sermons	from	the	
environmental	 left	 on	 how	 moral	 and	
righteous	they	and	their	cause	are.

	 A	 number	 of	 liberal	 churches	 have	
trumpeted	their	moral	concerns	about	
global	warming,	with	the	not	so	subtle	
implication	 that	 anyone	 who	 doesn’t	
agree	 with	 their	 statist	 fearmonger-
ing	 is	 immoral.	 How	 convenient	 for	
the	 watermelon	 caucus.	 George	 Bush	
and	 conservatives	 have	 been	 pursu-
ing	 environmental	 policies	 based	 on	
sound	 science,	 capitalism	 and	 facts	
rather	than	religion,	socialism	and	fear.	
But	 don’t	 listen	 to	 them	 or	 look	 at	 the	
facts…	just	trust	us	because	we’re	good	
and	moral,	and	they’re	not.
	 The	 watermelons	 plumbed	 new	
depths	 when	 they	 attacked	 two	 mem-
bers	of	the	Natural	Resources	Commit-
tee,	 Representatives	Tom	 Saviello	 and	
Bob	 Daigle.	 Saviello	 and	 Daigle	 are	
both	environmental	professionals	who	
had	 led	 a	 moderate	 bi-partisan	 coali-
tion	 which	 was	 moving	 Maine	 away	
from	watermelon	caucus.	The	left	could	
not	 allow	 that,	 and	 both	 legislators	
were	attacked	with	spurious	ethics	and	
political	allegations.
	 I	 shouldn’t	 have	 been	 surprised.	
Five	years	ago	the	same	folks	attacked	
me	because	I	had	the	temerity	to	sug-
gest	 publicly	 that	 the	 environmental	
left	 should	 be	 held	 accountable	 for	
the	 damage	 the	 Atlantic	 salmon	 list-
ing	would	(and	did)	do	to	Washington	
County.	For	the	record,	I	compared	the	
listing	to	a	rape,	and	shared	my	convic-
tion	 that	 rapists	 should	 be	 executed.	
That	 exercise	 of	 free	 speech	 earned	
me	 a	 hate	 speech	 warning	 from	 the	
lead	 environment	 legal	 eagle	 in	 the	
AG’s	office,	a	public	whipping	on	state-
wide	 public	 radio,	 and	 a	 letter	 from	
the	NRCM	to	the	Governor	urging	that	
my	 views	 on	 environmental	 policy	 be	
banned	from	the	public	square.	
	 The	 upcoming	 gubernatorial	 race,	
and	 particularly	 the	 GOP	 primary,	
offers	 a	 wonderful	 opportunity	 to	
bring	 some	 accountability	 to	 Maine’s	
greenies	at	last.	I’d	love	to	hear	Chan-
dler	 Woodcock,	 Dave	 Emery	 and/or	
Peter	Mills	tell	Governor	Baldacci	and	
Pat	 LaMarche:	“Pat,	 John…	 you’ve	 got	
some	‘splaining	to	do.”	The	GOP	candi-
date	 with	 the	 cojones	 and	 determina-
tion	 to	 call	 the	 watermelon	 caucus	 to	
account	will	get	my	vote.

Jon Reisman eats greens for 
lunch. He can be contacted at jre-
isman@maine.edu.

Reforms Overview
By Michael Fundalewicz

 Recently I had the privilege to meet, 
chat with and interview a lovely young 
couple, in their 70s, Mr. And Mrs. “C”, 
per se, wherein which we discussed the 
short-comings and the needs, within 
Aroostook County and the Federal Gov-
ernment in general, to change this nation 
from a wasteful and fossil oil dependant 
economy to one that is self-sustaining, 
regenerative and earth friendly.
 Several of the issues which were ad-
dressed in the interview included the 
following: 
 •The need to return to a “back to ba-
sics” society.
• Implementation of household, food 
processing and human waste re-direc-
tion and reduction. 
• The need for the transition from our 
current ultra-modern, high-tech and 
chemically based approach to the na-
tionwide transformation of the farming 
industry to a “green-based approach.
 •The need to expand our state man-
dated recycling effort to a much wider 
scope.
 •The need for the local, state and fed-
eral	governments	to	assist,	via	fi	nancial	
incentives, to perpetuate private citi-
zens’ use of alternative sources of fuel 
and energy.
 •The question as to why the Ameri-
can automobile manufacturers have yet 
to come up with a “peoples car” in paral-
lel to the 1930s German “Volkswagon”.
 •The question of why the current 
administration hasn’t put forth a chal-
lenge, like President Kennedy did for 
the “Space Race”, to attain a timely goal 
in such a radical transition to alternative 
resources.

 Other subjects, of my own personal 
opinion, have to do with the “State of the 
Nation” as a whole and are not linked 
to anyone in particular, although most 
everyone that I’ve spoken with seems to 
agree.
 They include the following:

 •The ludicrous debates over the de-
mise of the Social Security Administra-
tions’	funding	defi	cit.
 •Welfare reform.
 •The prison system.
 •Our education system.

 I don’t know about you folks but I’m 
tired of paying $2.65 a gallon for gaso-
line, $2.78 for fuel oil, $3.24 for propane 
and the list goes on.
 When people enter the state they see 
the sign on the highway saying “Wel-
come to Maine, The Way Life Should 
Be”. How does that make any sense if 
we’re trying to emulate the lower 48? 
Did I miss something here???

Michael Fundalewicz moved to Ash-
land with his wife and four kids in 
the early ‘90s to escape the dicta-
torial confi nes of the State of Mas-
sachusetts’ taxation policies and 
the mayhem of drugs and crime for 
the protection of his kids’ futures. 
He has, in recent years, come to 
see that those very same issues 
have followed him in the form of 
self-serving governing offi cials 
and the reluctance of the citizens 
of northern Maine to stand up and 
speak out for themselves before 
they wind up in the same mess.

“
Education is a weapon whose effects depend on who holds it in his 
hands and at whom it is aimed.

”
Joseph Stalin

Pemaquid Beach, as seen from Pemaquid Harbor 

“
It will be of little avail to the people that the laws are made by men of 
their own choice if the laws be so voluminous that they cannot be read, 
or so incoherent that they cannot be understood.

”
James Madison
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Ben Bernanke and the “Barbarous Relic”
by Thomas E. Brewton

 New Federal Reserve chairman Ben Ber-
nanke chairs his fi rst meeting today (3/28). 
It’s appropriate to view the occasion from an 
historical perspective.
 John Maynard Keynes, the high priest of 
socialistic scientism applied to economics, 
wrote in 1923 that “the gold standard is al-
ready a barbarous relic.” James Turk, an in-
ternational authority on gold and gold prices, 
explains that the true barbarous relic is, not 
gold or the gold standard, but central banks.
 In Monograph Number 55, published as 
“The ‘Barbarous Relic’ - It is Not What You 
Think,” by the Committee for Monetary Re-
search and Education, Mr. Turk provides a 
concise historical review and analysis of the 
role of currency vs fi at money now produced 
in excess amounts by central banks, includ-
ing the Fed.
 His monograph is readily understandable 
by anyone, even by readers without training 
in economics or banking, and I urge you to 
acquire it and to read it. To that end, con-
tact Elizabeth Currier at the Committee for 
Monetary Research and  Education, 10004 
Greenwood Court, Charlotte, NC 28215-
9621, (704) 598-3717.
 Mr. Turk demonstrates that central banks, 
from their inception, have tended to succumb 
to pressures to create fi at money faster than 
the increase in underlying assets produced 
by their economies.
 Governments pressure central banks to 
‘create’ money by purchasing government 
debt, thereby avoiding the need to raise taxes 
to fund welfare-state handouts. Commercial 
banks support the resulting excess credit cre-
ation, because it provides them more funds 
to lend at a profi t.
 The result is a false sense of economic 
well-being such as today’s economy in which 
our massive trade defi cit has effectively been 
fi nanced by the explosion of so-called home 
equity (based on the infl ated market price) 
loans on private homes. Our great-grand-
parents would be astonished at the extent to 
which so many of us live far beyond our true 
means, fl oating on credit card debt.
 To explain this process, Mr. Turk takes us 
on a summary tour of central banking his-
tory. It begins with chartering of the Bank 
of England in 1694, just fi ve years after the 
Glorious Revolution that ousted dictato-
rial James II and produced the English Bill 
of Rights in 1689. London merchants had 
been prominent in the opposition to James 
II, wishing both to end the king’s arbitrary 
confi scation of their assets and to provide for 
a satisfactory currency to support expansion 
of trade.
 The intent was that the Bank of England 
hold gold and silver coins and bullion and is-
sue equal amounts of paper currency, which 
could be redeemed for gold or silver. Paper 
currency was then more accurately called 
bank notes (paper currency even today is 
simply a promise to pay, a debt of the central 
bank or of the government).
 Over the ensuing two and a quarter cen-
turies, central banks have drifted away from 
the original concept and repeatedly issued 
bank notes (or deposit credits to commercial 
banks) in excess of their underlying assets.
 The result invariably is infl ation and busi-
ness recession. Excess credit leads banks to 
make too many loans, which leads business-

es to over expand because of the disjunc-
tion between apparent prosperity refl ected 
in credit availability and the real underlying 
demand for goods and services.
 It was this process, fi nanced through-
out the 1920s by the Federal Reserve, that 
created the capital goods bubble that burst, 
drowning us in the Great Depression of the 
1930s. President Franklin Roosevelt’s at-
tacks on businessmen and stock market 
speculation were either ignorance, or more 
likely Joseph Goebbels-style propaganda to 
gain public support for the socialistic collec-
tivization of power by the New Deal.
 Gold historically was the anchor that re-
strained central banks from excess credit cre-
ation. If currency in circulation must be held 
to a strict ratio to gold in the central bank’s 
possession, infl ation will be avoided.
 Breaking that link guarantees infl ation. 
The only question is how much infl ation will 
result.
 Following the prescription of Harvard’s 
socialistic economics department profes-
sors, President Roosevelt shortly after taking 
offi ce in 1933 devalued the dollar to create 
large-scale infl ation at one shot and, at the 
same time, made it illegal for individuals to 
own gold or to honor their contracts, most of 
which permitted the debt holder to require 
payment in gold. Mr. Roosevelt’s true pur-
pose was to manage the nation’s credit as 
part of the socialistic state-planning he had 
promised in his 1932 campaign.
 Even President Roosevelt’s fellow social-
ist Benito Mussolini chided him, saying that 
no government had ever managed to infl ate 
its economy into prosperity.
 Commodity prices were stable throughout 
our history until the advent of the New Deal. 
Since then, excess credit by the Federal Re-
serve has been the general rule, and infl ation 
has never stopped. At best infl ation has been 
held to small digits.
 The gold standard’s last vestiges were 
tossed aside by President Nixon in 1971, 
leaving the dollar to fl oat as a managed, fi at 
currency.
 The consumer price index increased 
475% from the beginning of President Roos-
evelt’s administration in 1933 to the start of 
President Ronald Reagan’s administration in 
1981. In the span of the Johnson, Nixon, and 
Carter administrations, we experienced the 
worst burst of infl ation in the nation’s his-
tory, wiping out more than half the value of 
people’s life savings.
 Men were forced to ‘moonlight,’ hold-
ing several jobs, and mothers were pushed 
into the full-time work force just to pay the 
rent and grocery bills. Juvenile delinquency, 
not surprisingly, increased, drug abuse be-
came common, marriages broke up, sexual 
promiscuity became the norm, illegitimacy 
soared, education collapsed, and we got 
President Clinton’s Baby-Boomer anarchist 
rebels who today are busily destroying what 
remains of the nation’s moral fi ber.

Thomas E. Brewton is a staff 
writer for the New Media Alliance, 
Inc. The New Media Alliance is a 
non-profi t (501c3) national coali-
tion of writers, journalists and 
grass-roots media outlets. His 
weblog is THE VIEW FROM 1776 
(www.thomasbrewton.com).

If you would like to carry All Maine Matters in your store, restaurant, motel, or 
other place of business, please call Ken Anderson at 723.4456, or email us at dis-
tribution@allmainematters.com. Or you can mail us at:

All Maine Matters
PO Box 788
Kingman, ME  04451

The current fort at the Colonial Pemaquid site is actually the rebuilt western tower of 
Fort William Henry, the second of three forts built and destroyed on the site. 

“
I have now disposed of all my property to my family. There is 
one thing more I wish I could give them, and that is the Chris-
tian religion.

”
Patrick Henry
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Tax Expenditures
by John Frary

 “I have been very clear that a tax 
break is spending money. At the end 
of the day, we have less revenue, no 
matter how you cut it.” These words 
were uttered a short while ago by 
Chris Gregoire, Democratic gover-
nor of Washington. This assertion 
is embodied in the expression “tax 
expenditure,” a phrase that became 
commonplace during the Reagan ad-
ministration, although I fi rst remem-
ber hearing it back in 1968.
 Let’s be clear about what tax ex-
penditure means. It means our take-
home pay. Twirl it around, stand on 
its head, examine it under a micro-
scope or gaze at it from afar; any way 
you look at it, it means that liber-
als have come to view our take-hone 
pay, investment income, business 
profi ts, or pension payments as a 
government expense. When Gov-
ernor Gregoire says that “WE have 
less revenue,” she cannot be refer-
ring to “we the people.” Obviously, 
the taxpayers have more revenue to 
spend if their taxes are reduced. It 
is the government’s revenue that she 
speaks of.
 Some may fi nd my assertion far-
fetched, a wild exaggeration, per-
haps outrageous. Maybe so, but 
it is up such critics to explain the 
logical fallacy of which they believe I 
am guilty. I am not saying that liber-
als articulate this belief in so many 
words, but I do say that this belief is 
implicit in their actions and logically 
explicit in the idea that a tax break 
(i.e., allowing taxpayers to keep more 
of the money they earn) is a govern-
ment expenditure.
 Middle class taxpayers should be-
ware of the incessant palaver about 
tax reductions as “giveaways to the 
rich.” They should keep in mind the 
following points:
 Middle class taxpayers should be-
ware of the incessant palaver about 
tax reductions as “giveaways to the 
rich.” They should keep in mind the 
following points:

If Bill Gates’s income is the 
government’s to “give” or keep, 
then	so	is	theirs.
They should always be sure 
to determine exactly what is 
meant by the “rich.” Check 
the fi gures, and they may fi nd 
that their family income, in 
their peak years, places them 
in the ranks of the “rich.” I 
remember a New Jersey high 
school teacher, married to a 
school librarian, who found 
himself temporarily among the 
top 2 percent a few years be-
fore his retirement. This, plus 
9/11, cured him of forty years 
of allegiance to the Democrat 
Party. College professors, den-
tists, morticians, highly skilled 
blue-collar workers with years 
of seniority, and many others 
may fi nd that they are counted 
among the rich. Just check to 
be sure, that’s all I’m saying.
If this sounds strange, remem-
ber that we are talking about 
your income at age fi fty or there-
abouts. The great majority of 
the population pass up through 
the classes of income earners 
as they gain in age, experience 
and seniority. Redistribution 
of income rich to poor usually 
turns out to be redistribut-
ing income from  John Smith, 
age 50, to Joe Smith, age 25.

1.

2.
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Keep in mind that a hundred 
years ago, every Socialist party 
in Europe promised to redis-
tribute money from the rich to 
the working man. Today, most 
European workers fi nd them-
selves paying half their income 
straight into the national trea-
sury to pay for all their welfare 
goodies. Nevertheless, every 
European state still has bil-
lionaires.
In 1969, Congress passed the 
Alternative Minimum Tax to 
insure that the rich paid their 
“fair share.” Today, millions 
of middle class taxpayers are 
fi nding that they must pay a 
surcharge because of this tax.
When the graduated income 
tax was passed in 1912 to tax 
the rich, nobody with an in-
come under $10,000 paid in-
come tax. In Maine today, you 
have to pay taxes on income 
above $17,000 in 2006 dol-
lars,

 It all comes down to this: is your 
income something you earned, or is 
it an allowance granted to you by a 
“generous,” paternal government?

4.

5.
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John Frary was born in Farmington, 
where he now resides. He gradu-
ated from U of M, Orono. He did 
graduate work in Political Science 
and in Ancient, Medieval, Byzan-
tine and modern history at U of M., 
Rutgers and Princeton, complet-
ing his Masters degree along with 
all courses and examinations for 
the PhD. He worked in administra-
tion and as a professor of history 
and political science at Middlesex 
County College in Edison, NJ for 32 
years. He is associate editor of The 
International Military Encyclopedia, 
has been assistant editor of Conti-
nuity: A Journal of History as well 
as editor and publisher The LU/
English Newsletter. After return-
ing to Maine he was chosen to be 
the conservative columnist for The 
Kennebec Journal and The Morning 
Sentinel. He was dismissed from 
this position in December for re-
fusing to drop his criticism of the 
Dirigo Health Plan. He is currently 
chairman of the Franklin County 
Republican Committee.

Cancel The Funeral Dirge for GM
by Bob Sanders

	 An	 interesting	 question	 came	 over	
the	airwaves	one	Sunday	a	month	or	so	
ago on a well known fi nancial advice ra-
dio	show.	The	caller	was	swooning	over	
the	 possibility	 that	 her	 General	 Motors	
bond	portfolio	might	take	the	deep	six	if	
GM	were	to	throw	in	the	corporate	towel	
and declare bankruptcy. The fi nancial 
Mighty	Karzak	went	into	a	tirade	about	
GM’s fi nancial troubles being the result 
a product line of gas-guzzling SUV’s that 
no	 one	 wants	 now	 that	 gas	 prices	 have	
skyrocketed. He criticized GM’s inabil-
ity	to	gauge	market	trends	and	meet	the	
market	 with	 products	 that	 the	 market	
wants,	 generally	 smaller	 vehicles,	 and	
specifi cally hybrids. He cautioned that 
the	bonds	would	be	redeemable	 for	 the	
next	 year	 or	 so,	 but	 further	 out	 than	
a	 year,	 and	 your	 gonna	 have	 to	 polish	
up	 your	 crystal	 ball	 to	 hazard	 a	 guess	
whether	or	not	GM	will	be	solvent.
	 Let’s	get	one	thing	straight	right	quick,	
there	is	little	chance	that	GM	is	going	to	
go	 tits	 up.	 (At	 least	 for	 the	 foreseeable	
future).	And	if	they	do,	it	isn’t	going	to	be	
because they are trying to hawk a fl eet of 
automobiles	that	“nobody	wants”.	Read	
on,	automophiles.
	 Primary	Reason:	GM	can	pay	its	bills,	
and	 companies	 go	 bankrupt	 when	 they	
can’t	pay	their	bills.	GM	has	tons	of	cash;	
it has almost 20 billion bucks of liquid-
ity,	 and	 analysts	 predict	 they	 could,	 if	
pressed,	 latch	 onto	 another	 10	 to	 13	
billion	 in	 borrowed	 money.	 And	 think	
about	this:	GM	is	being	valued	at	a	paltry	
15 billion. Normally this kind of upside-
down	market	situation	puts	blood	in	the	
water,	 and	 the	 Wall	 Street	 Sharks	 start	
to	circle.	Not	in	this	case.	
 There is the little problem called “leg-
acy	costs.”	These	are	the	obligations	that	
GM	 agreed	 years	 ago	 to	 shoulder:	 the	
medical	insurance	costs	of	retirees	all	the	
way	to	the	grave.	This,	coupled	with	GM’s	
insurance	 costs	 for	 active	 employees	 of	
5.6	billion	per	year	(and	counting),	have	
made	GM	look	a	lot	less	appetizing	to	the	
sharks on Wall Street. In fact, some ana-
lysts have stated matter-of-factly, “GM is 
no	 longer	an	automotive	manufacturer.	
It is now a benefi ts manager company”. 
 There have been some former GM ex-
ecs	who	have	speculated	that	if	GM	were	
to fi le bankruptcy, it would specifi cally to 
shed	itself	of	the	contractual	obligations

it	 has	 to	 provide	 former	 and	 present	
workers with benefi ts that are, simply, 
no	 longer	 affordable.	 These	 costs	 are	
the	 tidal	 wave	 that	 has	 the	 potential	 to	
wash	GM	down	the	crapper.	GM,	and	its	
workers,	will	have	to	realize	in	the	very	
near future that in this teeth-bared com-
petition called automobile manufactur-
ing,	 the	 prime	 directive	 is	 to	 be	 a	 “Car	
Company”.
	 Second	 Primary	 Reason;	 GM	 makes,	
dollar	 for	 dollar,	 probably	 some	 of	 the	
best	 vehicles	 out	 there.	 This	 is	 despite	
all	the	Domestic	Bashers,	who	still	have	
their	heads	in	a	time	warp,	say	15	or	20	
years	 ago,	 when	 Detroit	 was	 building	 a	
lot	 of	 cars	 that	 easily	 made	 it	 onto	 the	
“Worst Cars of All Time” list. Ask a tech-
nician;	most	will	say	that	the	domestics	
have come a long way in quality and in-
novation.	 And	 this	 is	 direct	 from	 the	
people	who	have	poked,	prodded,	pored	
over	 wiring	 diagrams	 ,	 dissected	 and	
agonized	over	“diagnostic	safari’s”.	Who	
better	to	get	a	real	world	perspective	on	
who’s	doing	what	right,	and	who’s	spends	
more on marketing and hype than engi-
neering?
	 One	last	thought	on	General	Motors:	
innovation. Guess who used GM trans-
missions	 in	almost	all	 their	vehicles	 for	
over	 two	 decades?	 Rolls	 Royce.	 That’s	
right, Rolls Royce, the absolute, hands-
down	benchmark	builder	of	quality	with	
a	 capital	 Q.	 I	 read	 this	 years	 ago	 in	 an	
article	and	the	writer	assumed,	as	I	do,	
that	the	Brits	at	Rolls	had	to	swallow	real	
hard	to	slip	that	GM	automatic	into	their	
land	yachts.	But	they	did	it	because	after	
its	introduction,	it	was	glaringly	obvious	
that this one, tough, well thought-out, 
built-to-last, smooth operator. In short, 
no	matter	how	much	time	they	spent	at	
the	drafting	table,	 they	couldn’t	build	a	
better	transmission,	so	they	just	bought	
GM’s	unit	over	the	counter.	
	 So	the	next	time	you’re	changing	your	
oil	in	your	Rolls	Silver	Shadow,	rub	the	
road	grime	off	the	ID	plate	on	the	right	
side	of	the	transmission	case	above	pan	
rail,	you’ll	see	it:	GM	Turbo	Hydramatic.	
Made in the USA.

Bob Sanders is a Master Auto Tech-
nician who works in Brewer.

The cemetery at Colonial Pemaquid contains gravestones 
dating from the 18th century. Very likely, villagers from the 
17th century also buried their dead in or near the present 
graveyard, although the oldest graves were marked with field 
stones and wooden markers, long since rotted away. 

Located at Pemaquid Point, the lighthouse 
was commissioned in 1827 by John Quincy 
Adams and built that year. 
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America In The Hands Of Angry Democrats 
by Christopher Adamo

	 In stark but reliable simplicity, Re-
publican successes of the past several 
decades can be directly correlated to 
the contrasts between their philosophy 
and agenda as compared to that of the 
Democrats. In the 1994 election cycle, 
differences between the two parties were 
clearly defined, and Republicans tri-
umphed. Conversely whenever distinc-
tions become blurred, Republican for-
tunes fall commensurately.
	 Unfortunately this phenomenon, so 
crucially important to Republican victo-
ry, is apparently beyond the understand-
ing of GOP “moderates,” who believe 
that victory results from an indefinable 
strategy of fence sitting. As the 2006 
elections loom, it is incumbent upon the 
Republicans to recognize these realities, 
especially in light of the shameless ef-
forts by Democrat leaders to present a 
facade of being in the political center.
	 Making matters worse, Republicans 
in Congress and the Senate, and occa-
sionally even the Bush Administration, 
have egregiously fumbled the conserva-
tive agenda. Thus, they no longer pres-
ent a clear, conservative front on such 
issues as spending or the growth of en-
titlements.
	 On matters of national sovereignty, 
such as America’s hemorrhaging south-
ern border and the resulting invasion of 
illegal aliens, the Republican perspective 
is ambiguous at best. And in the histori-
cally “red state” heartland, agricultural 
producers are frustrated to the breaking 
point by federal policy that makes the 
northern border equally porous to an in-
flux of four-footed foreign invaders.
	 Yet even in the wake of so many Re-
publican foibles, it is valuable to consid-
er just how much America stands to lose 
if Democrats once again dominate the 
federal government. A cursory overview 
of their recent antics yields convincing 
evidence.
	 To begin with, the “censure” ploy of 
Wisconsin Democrat Russ Feingold, 
were he to enjoy support for such a move 
in a Democrat controlled Senate, could 
only further embolden the Islamist en-
emies of America, who hold fast to hopes 
of triumphing in the terror war by sim-
ply outlasting America’s will to fight.
	 Who can doubt that Feingold’s real 
motive is to lay the groundwork for 
eventual impeachment of President 
Bush, based not on his foreign policy or 
the overblown NSA controversy, but in-
stead on a juvenile Democrat obsession 
of getting even with Republicans for the 
impeachment of Bill Clinton?
	 Democrat House leader Nancy Pe-
losi, no less venomous in her partisan-
ship than Feingold, nonetheless wishes 
Feingold would remain quiet about such 
things until after November. But to the 
Islamists, the message is unmistakable. 

A president who effectively confronts 
terrorism risks public humiliation, and 
even possible removal from office for 
doing so.
	 Back on the home front, members of 
the armed forces, who have served so 
courageously and sacrificially since 9-11, 
are getting a foretaste of what they can 
expect under Democrat rule. In a rerun 
of the Clinton years, some among their 
ranks are being used as public relations 
“props,” in yet another ruse to blur party 
distinctions.
	 According to a memo from Senate 
Democrat leader Harry Reid of Nevada, 
aspiring Democrat candidates should 
make military personnel and hardware 
prominent in their rallies during the 
campaign season, in order to convince 
America that its interests will be equally 
protected under the headship of a Dem-
ocrat controlled Congress.
	 Meanwhile, Democrats on Capitol 
Hill and in the media are doing their best 
to exaggerate any negative news coming 
out of Iraq. Talk of an imaginary Iraqi 
“civil war” has been incessant.
	 So what is really represented by a 
party that claims to support the military 
while simultaneously working to drive 
it to defeat by portraying its enemies 
as invincible? In short, liberals running 
the Democrat Party hold no regard for 
the military, or the country it was insti-
tuted to protect, and are willing to play 
any game necessary to reacquire and en-
hance their political power.
	 If, driven by their addiction to power 
and ensuing rage against any who would 
encroach on it, they will play these games 
with murderous terrorists, what havoc 
might they be expected to wreak on do-
mestic policy, the Constitution, and the 
rule of law?
	 A heavy-handed dose of liberal gov-
ernment, along with a renewed vigor 
among activist judges, is inevitable. And 
it is certain that liberals secretly salivate 
at the prospect of repealing President 
Bush’s tax cuts, if for no other reason 
than to destroy his legacy.
	 Democrats have made it abundantly 
obvious that they are presently no more 
concerned with America’s safety and 
security, or the advancement of sound 
fiscal policy, than they were during the 
1990s. Rather, they seek vengeance, ret-
ribution, and at any cost to the country, 
political advantage.

Christopher G. Adamo is a freelance 
writer and staff writer for the New 
Media Alliance. He lives in south-
eastern Wyoming with his wife and 
sons. He has been active in local 
and state politics for many years.

To the Editor:
	 I’m going to comment on the letter to the 
editor that was in the March issue that was 
next to mine.
	 I have a problem with Mr. Robert’s ar-
ticle, but before I get to Mr. Roberts, I want 
to congratulate Rep. Cebra for putting it on 
the line and speaking up. It’s people like him 
that opened my eyes. I knew there were prob-
lems in the government, but I couldn’t put my 
finger on them. Now I have and that’s only a 
small portion of  the problems.
	 Anyway, Mr. Roberts, our ancestors may 
have come from other countries, but, more 
than likely, if  you research it, you’ll find names 
of  most of  them at the ports of  entry. Mean-
ing that they signed in when they hit land, 
making them legal.
	 The immigrants that show up in the coun-
try now don’t want to do it the right way. They 
want the FREE! There is nobody in the U.S.A. 
that is forced to do anything for work. These 
people choose to work food service, farms, 
construction and so forth.
	 Don’t try to blow smoke in my direction 
‘cause I’ll consider you a liar, bleeding heart 
and a sympathetic whiner.
 	 I personally went to a cousin of  mine that 
owns a broccoli farm looking for a job and 
he told me outright that he could not hire me 
because he only hired immigrants. What’s up 
with that?
 	 Another thing. If  you believe that illegals 
are paying their way through sales tax and they 
are pulling their weight, then I suggest that 
you make an appointment at the proctologist’s 
office.
 	 I get paid for the work that I do. 30% + / - 
is taken off  the top for taxes. FICA, Medicare, 
SS, state. Then the phone taxes, light taxes, 
heating fuel taxes, gasoline taxes, excise taxes 
on a vehicle, property taxes, household item 
taxes, income taxes at the end of  the year, and 
if  I’m unemployed, taxes on that. And on top 
of  all of  that, I pay dues to a union that hasn’t 
done squat for me in 3 years. I’m just now get-
ting paid $7.25 per hour from a company as an 
EMT.
 	 So, don’t sit all cozy in the Bronx and tell 
me that the illegal immigrants are paying there. 
They have a hell of  a lot more then I do.

	 I can’t afford my own insurance, and I 
make too much to get on a state program.
 	 If  you feel that you don’t have a problem 
with illegal immigrants, then I suggest that 
when you move back to Maine, stop in Lew-
iston and buy an old school and board all the 
immigrants you want. I’ve seen it up here; 
you can fit at least 15 of  them in a 2-bedroom 
house.
 	 I’ll say it again people of  Maine (legal 
residents): If  you want your money to stay in 
your pocket, then speak up. But do it quick, 
because the government may see fit to take 
that right away also. 
 
 Not respectfully this time.
 Perry Charette
 Nashville Plt. ME

Letters to the Editor
Speak Up Now!

It Pays!
It pays to advertise in All Maine Mat-
ters. It always has. One of the proper-
ties in last month’s ad just sold and the 
phone is ringing on the other ones.

Roger Ek
The Northern Maine Land Man

Letters to the Editor are most 
welcome and even encouraged! 
Email editor@allmainematters.
com or send it via USPS to PO 
Box 788, Kingman, ME 04451.

We do publish anonymous letters 
to the editor, or those signed 
with a psuedonym. 

“
No power on earth has a right to 
take our property from us without 
our consent.

”
John Jay (First Chief Justice of the 
United States, serving from 1789 

to 1794)
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Undue Influence In the North, Part 4
By David P. Cyr

	 As explained in the previous articles, the 
elimination of the logging/paper industry 
and the rural cleansing of Northern Maine 
have been the focus of the Northern Forest 
Alliance for the past 50 years. 
	 As the fourth chapter of an 80-chapter 
list, Maine would be the largest and most 
complex campaign of its kind in the world. 
To achieve their goals, it would be necessary 
to: 

Remove and gain control of the larg-
est private ownership of Paper Com-
pany land in the state. 
Remove and gain control over the 
largest privately owned hydroelectric 
dam system of its kind in the world. 
Remove the oldest and most en-
trenched “Camp Culture” in the 
world.

	 To the average Joe, these tasks would 
seem to be virtually impossible, but to the 
largest, wealthiest and most influential green 
group on earth, this task was accomplished in 
the same way as you may answer the ques-
tion: “How does a single person eat a whole 
Elephant?” The answer is just as you would 
expect is: “One bite at a time”.
	 First, we must understand that our fore-
fathers and the generations to follow have 
been committing a sin, but you won’t find 
this one in the Bible. The sin I mention is 
against “Nature”, as we were cutting trees, 
and using a renewable resource. Apparently, 
we had no right to do so. The use of a natural 
resource, renewable or not, in the eyes of the 
preservationist, must be stopped.
	 Now, please understand the difference 
between the environmental movement of the 
seventies and the Preservationists agenda of 
today. The environmental movement I men-
tioned came to us as an unwelcome guest, as 
a gift from our Southern Maine Government, 
in the form of the “Land Use Regulation 
Commission”. I consider them unwelcome 
guests because it seems Southern Maine had 
the good sense not to impose the same regu-
latory standards upon itself through the use 
of “Management Classes”.
	 As insulted as we were back in the sev-
enties to have “the Greens” telling us about 
the death of “Micro-organisms”, as we rolled 
rocks over with a bare foot, I believe I am 
more insulted to hear that I should no longer 
have the right to be that close to a body of 
water, anyway.
	 Environmentalists understand and coor-
dinate man’s contact with his environment. 
This is necessary for the long-term protec-
tion of the environment that also supports 
man’s existence. L.U.R.C. has set land use 
standards governing our contact, use and 
protection of our environment.
	 Although I do not agree that our land use 
regulations need to be quite so restrictive, 
second only to Alaska, there is a definite 
need to employ good science to maintain 
the quality of our environment. All of this 
is common sense, nobody out there believes 
that we can use our resources and not protect 
the future of that resource.
	 In comes the “Preservationist”, with the 
only goal in view being that of returning the 
environment back to its original state, before 
Europeans settled here. The true “Preser-
vationist” believes that beyond the love for 
their own children exist the need to repair the 
environment even if that need requires the 
displacement of families and the up rooting 
of a complete culture.
	 This must be done to protect future gen-
erations. They often see themselves as true 
visionaries, actually believing that we will 
someday thank them for their efforts to make 
two thirds of a state empty. The success of 
the preservationist movement has rewarded 
their instruments with the one thing they all 
desire - Power. That power in the hands of 
the politically connected few, feeds the mon-
ster, and delivers something that we have all 
gotten used to Arrogance!

1.
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	 No one out there can understand how dif-
ficult it is to be and act as a preservationist. 
Imagine, if you can, that you can only tell 
your friends and colleagues about your envi-
ronmental concerns, when you really do not 
care about environmental issues, because 
you truly believe in removing man from the 
environment will solve those problems. The 
“Preservationist” has to live and exist on 
three fronts, all of which are phony.
	 The first has to act as an environmen-
talist, because they have just recently been 
accepted into society, since we have grown 
accustomed to L.U.R.C. and the accepted 
science they represent. The second has to 
collect like-minded allies in this movement, 
and achieve political power with those con-
nections, thus making it possible to imple-
ment future actions. All the while, they are 
still not able to tell anybody what they are 
really doing. The third, most controversial 
and also most rewarding to the preservation-
ist, and also happens to be the most secre-
tive, is culture, population, and industry re-
moval. All the while believing that God has 
given them the unique power and foresight, 
to realize that the entire population of North-
ern Maine must relocate to the south for the 
greater good of all humanity.
	 Even if hardship and suffering are re-
quired, it is for the greater good. I guess we 
should be thrilled to be in the presence of 
such greatness, but the arrogance that travels 
hand in hand is not tolerable in the mist of a 
honest, hard working society.
	 The hard working people in the Sherman/
Patten area got their education concerning 
the “Environmentalist Versus Preservation-
ist” agenda, just last year. The residents of 
these two small towns are still wondering, 
what happened? The lumber mill, the single 
largest employer of the area, fell on hard 
times and had to sell out. But, there were at 
least two perspective buyers that were going 
to buy and run the mill.
	 Little mention was made of the entity that 
did purchase the mill, because they had a 
preservationist agenda and shut it down. The 
machinery was auctioned off before anyone 
could blink. When we attended a meeting 
of about 150 citizens in the Sherman High 
School earlier this year, we heard several 
pleas from area residents. They wanted an-
swers, as to why organizations are allowed 
to exist that work to eliminate industry and 
people from Northern Maine? Who or what 
evil would support removing people from 
their homes and the industry that feeds 
them?
	 One local man made his beliefs known 
when he opened his speech with a very pro-
found statement, “ Know Him Not By His 
Word, but By His Deed.”
	 He went on to explain that despite all the 
promises that came with the recent arrival 
of the green groups, the resulting loss of the 
lumber mill shows exactly what they were 
here to do. While we were talking to area 
residents, we had the good fortune to meet 
a trucker who had recently finished a two 
month long job in Montana.
	 This man explained how he first learned 
about the preservationists while trucking in 
Montana. He said that signs that were post-
ed everywhere, to declare a specific date as 
“Gate Day”, baffled him. The signs were 
statewide, Gate Day here, Gate Day there, 
until finally he asked the patrons of a local 
nightclub, “What the hell is “Gate Day”?” 
They explained that “Gate Day” was the day 
that every citizen with a four-wheel drive or 
a come-a-long expressed their personal be-
liefs about having their entire state locked up 
by the greens, by removing all and any Gates 
they could find.
	 Following a short conversation, we 
learned that we had a lot in common, namely 
the TNC and the Alliance had also blessed 
the State of Montana with their preservation-
ist’s agenda.
	 Almost a year later the preservationists 
continue to assault the residents of the Sher-
man/Patten area. On November 2, the voters 
almost took away another small source of 
income for this area with the “Bear-Baiting” 
Question on the ballot.

	 Let’s not stop there, as closing the Snow-
sled trail and the remaining green benefits 
provided by the Roxanne Quimby assault on 
civilization, will complete the rural cleans-
ing efforts in this area. Why is it proper and 
legal to remove people and industry from its 
established location? What politician would 
support this effort?
	 Now, it should be known that, in the state 
of Hawaii, an almost duplicate situation had 
occurred. It is called the land reform Act of 
1967. This case is now referred to as: “Ha-
waii VS Midkiff”, where a landowner chose 
to cause pain, suffering and hardship to sur-
rounding abutters and citizens. The Gover-
nor, in concert with his legislature, immedi-
ately took the land in question by the powers 
granted to him by “Eminent Domain”, and 
sold it to the abutters at fair market value, 
returning the money to the original owner. 
With that action, swift and fair, others who 
hope to prosper from the misery of others, 
received a very powerful message: Don’t do 
it here!
	 What message is our Governor sending?
The Hawaii VS Midkiff decision was later 
upheld by the Supreme Court of this great 
country, so just exactly what happened to our 
Governor? It appears that Roxanne Quim-
bys` actual theft of private property, (which 
is what happens when the property owner 
fails to move it in the prescribed time), was 
made legal by the weak links in our Legisla-
ture, and made profitable by the absolute co-
operation of our preservationist Governor.
Our Governor made a very clear choice to 
stand on an issue of great importance to the 
entire state. Because the Supreme Court up-
held the original Hawaii vs. Midkiff deci-
sion, in 1984, our Governor would only have 
to make two phone calls to the Majority 
leaders of our State House. That would enact 
emergency legislation to protect the rights of 
the property owners on leased land, the vaca-
tioning public that was previously free to use 
the trail, and the local industries and small 
businesses adversely affected by her action 
to close the trail. The emergency legislation 
enacted to take the land in question by Emi-
nent Domain, could also include language 
to include the end of all tax incentives, to 
those who would choose to inflict misery on 
Maine’s` citizens, while pursuing their own 
private agenda.
	 Our Governor has made a stand on the 
preservationist side of this very damning 
issue, combined that with the refusal of the 
Governors` office to get involved in the 
planned eviction of the only public service 
provider in the Katahdin Region, WSYY 
Radio. Imagine if you were a company from 
out of state looking to settle here and then 
learned that our Governors policies towards 
businesses include:

Helping radio stations go away;
Assisting the private closing of a 
publicly used snowmobile trail;
Assisting the loss of private prop-
erty located on leased land;
Assisting the closing of small busi-
nesses located along the closed 
trail;
Assisting the over-regulation, over-
taxation, and ultimate failure of 
business in northern Maine;
Assisting the removal of personal 
security in leasing agreements; and
Producing instability in an already 
unstable real estate market on 
leased land.

	 By saying and doing absolutely nothing 
on these issues, our Governor speaks vol-
umes. Again, I will explain, this is why they 
cannot tell you what they are doing. The hard 
working citizens of these small rural towns 
are not supposed to notice, a missing snow-
sled trail, Radio station, or a Bowlin camp or 
two.
	 Now, you have to ask yourself, how is it 
possible for the Governor of a State to stand 
idly by why the actions of the Preservation-
ists remove all that is necessary to support 
life in the northern half of the state? Didn’t 
he take an oath or something?

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

	 For the answer we must go back to 1956, 
when the Nature Conservancy incorporated 
it’s fourth chapter here in Maine.
	 When I take a moment to walk in the 
shoes of the first TNC workers who arrived 
here, I realize that this State has been their 
job for five decades. We must realize that 
as a job, the work has had to be performed 
in various stages, much the same as anyone 
would get his wood in to heat his home. First 
step, sharpen chain saw, last step, feed wood 
stove, the six steps I have left out are where 
the real work is.
	 So when you compare the job the preser-
vationist have undertaken to:
	 Remove the land, industry, damns and the 
culture of a half of a state; you have to ask 
how in the hell can they do this? This task is 
so massive where do you start?
	 The best illustration that I have found to 
date, exist in a small Fish Farming commu-
nity off the coast of Virginia, called “Wil-
lis Wharf”. The 25-year destruction of this 
community and the 50-year destruction of 
our state have been achieved by the same 
means and in the same method.
	 With a population of only 300, the resi-
dents of Willis Wharf relied solely on the 
pens of the fish farming industry for their 
livelihood. But they had no idea that they 
were using and abusing a resource… Water. 
Six months after the arrival of the “We do 
good things” people, the local universities, to 
detect any changes that the fish-farming pens 
had made in the water quality, performed 
studies. What do you think they found?
	 Fish poop.
	 Big surprise right? The studies were 
brought to the attention of the states` envi-
ronmental protection agencies and legisla-
tion was immediately passed to stop those 
fish, clams and all forms of Aquaculture, 
from pooping in the water and destroying 
the health of the entire Atlantic Ocean, thank 
God they caught it in time!
	 Now the industry has been shut down, 
people are out of work and in comes the true 
savior, The Nature Conservancy. Once the 
value had dropped, because of the shutdown, 
they purchased all the land with any com-
mercial value and then purchased control 
over the entire fish-farming industry in the 
Willis Wharf area and began to “help” the 
residents of Willis Wharf. We all know how 
the rest of it goes, The TNC began to help 
with environmental concerns and proposed 
new ways to use good science and help get 
a small portion of the industry back on its` 
feet. Thus becoming the “Savior” of another 
small community that is now happy to have 
14% of its` income back and has managed to 
save the environment too.
	 Before we get warm and fuzzy all over, 
look around. What really happened here? The 
small community of Willis Wharf, with 300 
plus citizens, was fat and happy. There were 
no dead Dolphins on the beach, no “Beached 
Whales” and no evidence of any kind of an 
immediate or long-term environmental con-
cern. They actually had no problems until 
the arrival of the “We do good things” peo-
ple. All of a sudden the health of the entire 
ocean is in question, and the land and water 
are more important than the people.
	 With the end of an industry also comes 
the drop in property values, and overnight, 
it seems a whole new society moves in. 
This society does not seem to mind that the 
land and water has become more important 
than people have. In fact, those remaining 
residents have knuckled under to the green 
movement, and the imports already think 
green. So what we have here is a form of So-
cialism or Communism.
	 The landowner, (TNC), has a public/pri-
vate relationship with the Government to 
allow for a limited amount of Fish-farming. 
Free enterprise was removed when the TNC 
bought all the property that would bear any 
kind of fruit, or fish farm. Therefore the size, 
financial wealth and growth of Willis Wharf 
is now under the control of an NGO with the 
blessings of the government.

Continued on page 12
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Across
1. Senator Woodcock’s article is 

about creating this.  (4)
2. Dr. Bill Reid’s article discusses 

overregulation in which area?  
(7)

4. More specifi cally, John Frary’s 
article this month is about tax ...  
(12)

7. John Frary lost a newspaper 
position for refusing to drop his 
criticism of which health plan?  
(6)

12. Senator Snowe-Mello writes of a 
woman from this Androscoggin 
County town approaching her.  
(6)

13. He’s from Waldoboro, and a 
co-author of the “Fleecing of 
Maine” series.  (6)

14. America in the hands of angry ...  
(9)

18. He’s from Newcastle, and a 
co-author of the “Fleecing of 
Maine” series.  (6)

19. Senator Chandler Woodcock is 
running for this position.  (8)

21. The last name of the new 
Federal Reserve Chairman.  (8)

22. Who creates jobs, according to 
Senator Woodcock?  (9)

24. Pemaquid is a part of the 
governmental structure of ...  (7)

27. Ken Anderson’s April profi le.  (8)
28. The subject of Senator Snowe-

Mello’s article was the ... (2 
words)  (11)

29. What state does Christopher 
Adamo live in?  (7)

31. Susan Stratton’s article 
concerns Maine’s ...  (7)

32. His fi rst name is Michael, and he 
lives in Ashland.  (11)

33. This machine company in 
Round Rock employs about one 
hundred people.  (7)

Down
1. Once the name of the English 

colony at Pemaquid.  (9)
2. The last name of the founder 

and owner of “As Maine Goes.”  
(4)

3. David Cyr uses this Virginia 
fi sh-farming community as an 
example of what The Nature 
Conservancy can do for a 
community. (2 words)  (11)

5. Her fi rst name is Susan, and she 
lives in Corinna.  (8)

6. Apart from serving in state 
government, Senator Woodcock 
has served as a ...  (7)

8. Senator Woodcock is a ...  (10)
9. Bob Sanders writes about which 

company?  (2)
10. Matthew Jones is a member of 

this political party.  (12)
11. The environmental left is 

sometimes known as what kind 
of caucus?  (10)

15. Matthew Jones lives here.  (7)
16. John Frary’s article this month 

is about ...  (5)
17. The last name of the cartoonist 

who created the Dirigo cartoon.  
(7)

19. Thomas E. Brewton bemoans 
the loss of a monetary standard 
based on ...  (4)

20. According to Dr. Reid, what is 
missing in Maine’s voluminous 
fi shing regulations?  (9)

23. What is the last name of the 
man who eats greens for lunch?  
(7)

24. The last name of the pirate who 
pillaged Pemaquid in 1632.  (4)

25. David Cyr serves on the town 
council here.  (11)

26. Bob Sanders lives here.  (6)
30. The origin of the name 

“Pemaquid.”  (6)

The above cartoon is by Will Jeffries, who is 13 years old and homeschooled 
in Orange, Vermont, where he and his family live on a farm.

Patrick Moening can be emailed at patm@mainecartoons.

Mystery Photo
Where was this picture taken? (Answer in next month’s issue of All 
Maine Matters)
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Profi les in Rural Maine
by Ken Anderson

Pemaquid, Maine

Riverview Market in Pemaquid.

Pemaquid Beach.

	 When	I	choose	a	town	or	a	community	
to profi le each month in All Maine Mat-
ters,	 I	 don’t	 necessarily	 know	 anything	
about	 the	 place	 beforehand.	 My	 goal	
is	 to	achieve	a	 fair	balance	of	 the	state,	
geographically and otherwise, concen-
trating	on	the	smaller	places	not	so	often	
represented	 elsewhere.	 In	 order	 to	 do	
so, I look for a place that has some his-
tory written about it, to use as a begin-
ning	point.	Thus	far,	I’ve	always	chosen	
the	place	before	reading	the	history,	and	
each time I’ve been intrigued, fi nding 
myself	thinking,	“I	wouldn’t	mind	living	
there.”
	 While	I’ve	never	considered	myself	to	
be	a	coastal	person,	a	few	years	in	Long	
Beach,	 California	 comprising	 my	 entire	
experience in living on the coast, Pema-
quid	was	no	exception.
 The only hard rule that I’ve estab-
lished for these profi les is that my wife 
won’t	allow	me	to	go	beyond	two	pages.	
Any	other	rule	would	have	to	be	broken,	
as Maine communities are not easily fi t 
into templates. After the fi rst issue, in 
which we featured Benedicta and Ox-
bow	Plantation,	I	had	decided	to	restrict	
my profi les to only one town per issue. 
Choosing	Waite	for	the	February	issue,	I	
soon	learned	that	the	histories	of	Waite	
and	 Talmadge	 were	 so	 intrinsically	
linked that one could not be easily pro-
fi led without the other. While profi ling 
Parkman for the March issue, I deter-
mined	that	I’d	have	to	spend	more	time	
and	get	to	know	people	better,	a	goal	that	
I	still	embrace	but	which	I	was	unable	to	
achieve	in	Pemaquid.
	 If	 you’re	 looking	 for	 Pemaquid	 on	 a	
map,	 it’s	 a	 couple	 of	 peninsulas	 east	 of	
Boothbay Harbor, and south of Damar-
iscotta	 and	 Newcastle.	 By	 sea,	 look	 for	
the	 Pemaquid	 Point	 Light,	 which	 is,	 of	
course,	located	on	Pemaquid	Point.
 Initially, my intent was to profi le the 
small place on the map named Pema-
quid,	 located	 between	 Route	 130	 and	
Harbor	Road.	As	I	read	the	history	of	the	
Pemaquid	Peninsula,	however,	I	realized	
that it would be diffi cult enough separat-
ing	 the	 Pemaquid	 Peninsula	 from	 the	
rest	of	New	England,	as	 the	entire	area	
was	called	Pemaquid	in	earlier	histories,	
until	King	Charles	I	agreed	with	Captain	
John	 Smith’s	 suggestion	 to	 rename	 the	
region	“New	England.”	I determined to 
profi le the whole of the Pemaquid Pen-
insula, but most specifi cally Pemaquid 
and Pemaquid Neck. Although Pemaquid 
is a part of the governmental structure 
of Bristol, to the north, people who live 
in Pemaquid consider themselves to be

residents of Pemaquid, 
and their mail is addressed 
that way. The same is true 
of New Harbor, to the 
south; and Round Rock, to 
the northeast.
 Pemaquid has a very 
long history. Indeed, some 
historians have theorized 
that it was the cradle of 
civilization, occupied long 
before the American Indi-
ans came to this continent. 
It’s hard to say, since we 
don’t often don’t consider 
history to have begun un-
til the Europeans entered 
it. Nevertheless, it is clear 
the Pemaquid Peninsula 
was occupied long before 
the fi rst English colony 
was established here.

Most people are aware 
of the Popham Colony, 
settled in 1607 by the Vir-
ginia Company which had 
also founded Jamestown, 
and which was a project 
of the Plymouth Company. 
Many are not aware that 
the Popham Patent creat-
ing the expedition, includ-

ed two branches, one of at the mouth 
of the Kennebec River, which was then 
called the Sagadahoc River; the other 
at Pemaquid, more specifi cally in the 
area near Pemaquid Beach, where the 
reconstructed Fort William Henry and 
the old cemetery grounds can be seen 
today.
 But if Pemaquid was among the fi rst 
colonies established by the English, 
there were people living there long be-
fore. In fact, according to some histori-
ans, Pemaquid was an active and thriv-
ing community long before the accepted 
date of August 8, 1607, citing records 
of actual settlements there as early as 
1000 A.D., and that people were living 
in the general area long before that.
 The name “Pemaquid” is of Micmac 
origin, predating the Abnaki names. The 
“pem” or “pemi” means “extending” 
or “far out” while the “equid” means 
“situated,” the general translation be-
ing, “It is situated far out,” no doubt 
referring to its position on a peninsula. 
Pemaquid was well known by that name 
for more than fi ve hundred years prior 
to the establishment of an English colo-
ny there.
 Further compounding the history of 
Pemaquid, it is signifi cant to note that 
in those early days, the name applied to 
the whole region between Newfound-
land and Virginia, and continued to be 
used during the time that the settle-
ment was known as “Jamestown.”
 In his history, entitled, “The Story of 
Ancient Pemaquid,” Harold W. Castner 
suggests that the Pemaquid Peninsula 
was settled during the Rude Stone Age, 
the earliest of four eras, and uses the 
example of the Oyster Shell Heaps on 
the Damariscotta River to estimate that 
humans were in this vicinity several 
thousands of years B.C. and must have 
walked the grounds of the Pemaquid. 
There are three distinct layers of shells, 
with layers of mold between them, rep-
resenting periods of abandonment, and 
the author calculates that the heap had 
been abandoned for fi ve centuries be-
tween the fi rst and the second layer of 
shells, and for another three centuries 
between the second and most recent 
layer. The second layer was placed there 
by the “Red Paint Indians,” the author 
concludes,  while the third layer was 
deposited by the “American Indians,” 
civilizations that were in no way related 
to one another. He does not hazard a 
guess as to the identity of the origina-
tors of the shell heap, but the fi ve hun-

dred years of abandonment between 
the fi rst and second deposits suggests 
that they were not one and the same.
 Even the date of its fi rst English set-
tlement is in question, and there ap-
pears to be a high probability that the 
settlement predates the offi cial date 
of its settlement. Its navigable waters 
and commercial advantages were well 
known in England as early as 1605. Even 
before the arrival of the Pilgrims, ships 
sheltered at Pemaquid to ride out North 
Atlantic storms. Shoremen had cleared 
the forest back from the sea, split the 
felt timber, and shaved it into staves 
for barrels, and Indians gathered here 
to barter with the English.
 Of the New England coast, Captain 
John Smith wrote, “And here there are 
no hard landlords to rack us with high 
rents... If he have nothing but his hands, 
he may set up his trade, and by industry 
quickly grow rich... and fi shing before 
your doors, may every night sleep qui-
etly ashore, with good cheer and what 
fi res you will, or, when you please, with 
your wives and family.” -- 1616
 Speaking of the Maine coast, he was 
not so optimistic. “All this coast to Pen-
nobscot, as far as I could see eastward 
of it, is nothing but such high craggy, 
cliffy rocks and stony isles, that I won-
dered such great trees could grow on 
such hard foundations. It is a country 
[rather] to affright than delight one; 
and how to describe a more plain spec-
tacle of desolation or more barren, I 
know not.”
 Several times, British merchants 
planned to establish permanent settle-
ments at Pemaquid, hoping to save the 
expense of sending ships and men back 
and forth across the Atlantic when the 
fi sh ran in spring and early summer. In 
1625, was given the fi rst deed of land 
made and acknowledged in New Eng-
land, perhaps in America, conveying a 
large tract of land to one John Brown 
of New Harbor, at Pemaquid. This deed 
was signed by Samoset (the same who 
welcomed the Pilgrims at Plymouth) 
and Unongoit, both Native American 
sagamores.
 By 1630, there were 84 English fami-
lies living on the Pemaquid Peninsula, 
most living within sight of a stockaded 
blockhouse commanding the harbor, for 
protection from pirates and renegades, 
more than for protection from the 
French or Indians, whom the Pemaquid 
settlers traded with.
 The Pemaquid fi shing station lay in a 
tidal river near the peninsula’s tip, the 
anchorage protected at its entrance by 
a high rock, perfect for a fort. The pen-
insula also pushes far out into the Gulf 
of Maine, requiring vessels along the 
shore to come under the guns of any 
forces quartered there.
 The fi rst fort was built in 1630, but it 
proved to be little protection. In 1632, 
Dixie Bull, a privateer who had been

sent with 15 men to avenge an attack 
by the French, gave up his mission and 
instead turned pirate. They put in at 
Pemaquid, walked into the garrison 
house, beat up the defenders, pillaged 
the farms and escaped.
 This fort was called Fort George. 
What remained of it was destroyed in 
1676 when, emboldened by King Phil-
ip’s turning the Wampanoags against 
the lower New England colonies, the 
Abnakis and other Maine Indians at-
tacked the English settlements along 
the coast in force. The English inhabit-
ants of Pemaquid fl ed, and three hun-
dred of them gathered on Damariscove 
Island, from where they watched the 
fi re and the smoke of their homes be-
ing torched. For about a century, Maine 
became a battleground for the English, 
who were trying to regain the territory 
in the face of constant raids by Indians 
supplied and encouraged by the French 
in Canada.
 A new fort was built on the same lo-
cation in 1677. Called Fort Charles, it 
served primarily as protection for the 
small settlement, now called James-
town, which consisted of about a doz-
en stone houses built to form a street 
facing the fort. Life was shaky at that 
time. Each day, the roll of drums “at 
sun and sun” signaled the start and 
end of a day’s trading with the Indians, 
which was carried out only in the street 
or within the houses, all under protec-
tion of the fort’s cannons. At night the 
traders barricaded themselves in the 
houses, and everyone was cleared off 
the point of land around the fort. Fish-
ermen were required to live on land 
convenient to the fort or on one of the 
nearby islands.
 The agrarian population had no de-
fenders. When room for more fi sh fl akes 
were needed, the local authorities, 
representing the interests of the pat-
ent holder and merchants, razed ware-
houses, saltworks, or farms. The people 
of Pemaquid had no title to their land. 
In 1682, they wrote to the governor of 
New York, who then had title to Pema-
quid, complaining and asking for re-
dress. Their pleas were ignored.
 In 1689, Penobscot Indians captured 
and destroyed Jamestown, including 
the fort. By 1690, only four settlements 
in Maine still had English inhabitants. 
Peace returned briefl y between the six 
Indian wars, and the northern New Eng-
land towns were periodically repopulat-
ed, each time with new assurances of 
protection by the English authorities.
 Pemaquid emerged as a fortifi ed lo-
cation, with a series of larger forts be-
ing built on the rock overlooking the 
harbor. Another fort was built at Pema-
quid in 1692, this one called Fort Wil-
liam Henry. Still, in 1692, the fort was 
attacked by French, aided by Indians; 
the town was plundered, and the fort 
dismantled. By 1701, 15 families had
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Pemaquid, Maine

Oyster Shell Heap on Damariscotta River.

The northern segment of Old County Road.

returned, but they left soon after the 
third Indian war began in 1703.
 In 1729, the fort was rebuilt. Named 
Fort Frederic, it remained until it was 
dismantled at the time of the Ameri-
can Revolution. As settlers returned to 
Maine, they worked the fi shing grounds 
less often, and turned to cutting wood 
to warm the houses of timber-depleted 
New England. Pemaquid faded into rel-
ative obscurity as a little fi shing ham-
let. The fort was decommissioned at 
the end of the French and Indian War, 
and stood deserted by the time of the 
American Revolution, and the commu-
nity had moved to New Harbor, on the 
other side of the peninsula. Knowing 
that they didn’t have the arms to man 
the fortress, and fearing that the Eng-
lish might try to use it as a base, they 
voted to dismantle the stone walls, 
block by block, leaving only the cellar 
holes.
 While people have lived there 
throughout the remainder of history, 
the Pemaquid Peninsula was never again 
to become an important place, as his-
tory judges places. But it is a beautiful 
place.
 In 1908, the state of Maine recon-
structed the tower and wall base of 
Fort William Henry, using many of the 
original stones; and in 1970, the state 
acquired the remainder of the original 
village property.
 In 1914, when J. Henry Cartland pub-
lished his book, “Twenty Years at Pema-
quid,” he notes that many of those who 
once claimed Pemaquid as their home 
were obliged to seek employment else-
where. Cartland bemoans the fact that 
Pemaquid had become a vacation area 
for people from away, who were buying 
up all the land for summer cottages and 
resorts, and mentions that there were 
artist’s colonies.
 Such is the case throughout much of 
Maine today, due in part to the natu-
ral beauty of the area, but made nec-
essary through many years of liberal 
politics and environmental extremism.
 I mentioned earlier that I had de-
termined that I would make a point of 
spending more time in an area, getting 
to know the people there before writing 
a profi le, but that I had found it diffi cult 
to do so in Pemaquid, there were rea-
sons for that.
 For the most part, there do not ap-
pear to be any common areas on the 
Pemaquid Peninsula. Route 130 leads 
through Pemaquid, New Harbor, and 
to Pemaquid Point, ending at the light-
house; while Route 32 leads north from 
New Harbor through Round Rock. These 
are both fairly narrow roads with no 
shoulders for parking. I was there near 
the end of March, and the tourist sea-
son begins in April, so most of the busi-
nesses were closed, as were a high per-
centage of the houses, many of which 
are summer rentals or part-time resi-
dences. Houses are secluded on private 
wooded roads some distance off of the 
public travel routes.

 Yes, I can hear some of you thinking 
that if the state, or one of the environ-
mental organizations, had taken more 
of the land on the Pemaquid Peninsula, 
there would be greater access there. 
Not true. Both the state and various en-
vironmental organizations do own land 
there, and they were closed as well. The 
Pemaquid Watershed Association owns 
200 acres in four parcels, and holds a 
conservation easement on another 283 
acres. A nature camp, and another na-
ture center, are open for only a month 
or two in the summer. The state owns, 
of course, the lighthouse and the area 
of Colonial Pemaquid, including restau-
rants and museums, all of which were 
also closed. In its favor, while the build-
ings were closed for business, I was at 
least able to tour the grounds of the 
properties owned by the state, and to 
photograph them, which I did.
 I’m not complaining about the pri-
vate roads, either. At least I have the 
opportunity to purchase the properties 
at the end of the private roads, while 
no amount of money will give me access 
to the land taken by the environmental 
organizations. As a tourist, I may have 
been a little put off by it, but it’s ideal 
for the people who live there. Although 
nearly every twelfth house had a “for 
sale” sign, people do live there, and I 
can’t imagine that they don’t enjoy it.
 I noticed also that, while there were 
so many beautiful houses for sale, there 
was nevertheless a whole lot of new 
construction going on, none of it com-
mercial, so far as I could see.
 I spent a couple of days in the area, 
doing some shopping for the trip back 
at C.E. Reilly & Son, and had breakfast 
at the Cupboard Cafe. Being the off-
season, I couldn’t fi nd anything even re-
motely affordable to rent on the Pema-
quid Peninsula, however, so I spent the 
night in Augusta and returned the fol-
lowing morning. Other than myself, it 
seemed that everyone knew one anoth-
er at the cafe, and conversation fl owed 
freely from one table to the next. There 
were joggers, and people walking lei-
surely along the roads and trails.
 The Pemaquid Peninsula was fasci-
nating in its economic diversity.
 Driving into Pemaquid Harbor, I was 
afraid that I might be arrested for op-
erating a vehicle more than one year 
old, and not a classic. I saw no one out-
side, met only one car, and the driver 
looked at me suspiciously. It’s probably 
a nice neighborhood if you can afford 
it, but I’ll never be able to afford it. I 
left, driving north again, then east to 
Pemaquid. Riverview Market, on Har-
rington Road, was quaint, and much like 
general stores throughout rural Maine. 
I bought something, then took a photo 
of the building from the outside. I got 
some odd looks, perhaps because tour-
ist season doesn’t start for at least an-
other couple of weeks.

 Driving back to Bristol Road (which is 
the cool way to say 130), I drove south 
to New Harbor, but I didn’t stop right 
away. First, I went to the Colonial Pema-
quid site, took a few pictures of the 
reconstructed fort, the graveyard, and 
the holes in the ground that I couldn’t 
fi gure out until I looked them up later. 
I noticed that there was a museum and 
a restaurant, but that neither of them 
had been opened since last summer.
 That done, I stopped at the C.E. 
Reilly & Sons store in New Harbor. After 
leaving some papers off at the store, I 
felt obligated to buy something, which 
makes our distribution so much more 
expensive than my wife would like, and 
then hung out downtown for awhile, 
hoping to fi nd someone who knew more 
about the place than I did. Being shy, 
I gave up after a half hour or so, and 
decided that it was time for breakfast.
 Some of the restaurants on the Pema-
quid Peninsula are probably only open 
during tourist season, so they were 
closed. In fact, quite a few of the busi-
nesses that were openly tourist-based 
were displaying “for sale” signs, indi-
cating to me that a two-month tourist 
season probably doesn’t go far toward 
sustaining someone for a twelve-month 
year any longer. The Cupboard Cafe 
was open, and I had breakfast there, 
but since they’re not paying me for ad-
vertising and I’ve already talked about 
them once, I won’t go any further with 
that except to say that the food was 
both good and affordable.
 From there, I drove south to Pema-
quid Point, and took some photographs 
of the lighthouse and the water, al-
though I’m not much into that sort of 
thing. It might have been different if 
the place were open, but still it was 
good for a few pictures.
 I spent the rest of the afternoon driv-
ing around some of the little roads that 
I thought I might get stuck on, such as 
Sproul Hill Road, Old County Road, and 
the Rock Schoolhouse Road, although 
that last one was an accident since I 
thought I was driving in the other direc-
tion, and was in Bremen before I fi nally 
caved in and looked at a map. On one 
of those roads, I believe it was the Old 
County Road, I came across the Crooked 
Farm Preserve, which is what you get, I 
suppose, when they don’t let you have 
a real farm there anymore.
 Getting back to the point that I intro-
duced a few paragraphs ago, one thing 
that I noticed was that, while it would 
probably cost me more to rent a small 
cottage here for a month than I paid for 
my whole house in Millinocket, not ev-
eryone seemed to be rich. There were 
plenty of regular people there, such as 
contractors, people cutting wood, and 
even someone picking up cans and bot-
tles along the road, although I couldn’t 
decide if she was an economically dis-
advantaged person or an environmen-
talist. There were also kids playing 
basketball in their front yard, and the 
local elementary school was celebrat-
ing diversity week.
 Houses, at least those that I could 
see without risking arrest, ranged from 
simple cottages, some of which rent

for $1400 a week, to spatial palaces, 
and everything in between. There were 
even a few house trailers, although I 
can say that there were not very many.
 In late afternoon, I headed back to 
Augusta, returning to the Pemaquid 
Peninsula early the next morning, taking 
Route 32 through Round Pond, stopping 
at King Ro Market, buying some obliga-
tory stuff that I didn’t need but wanted 
anyhow, and left some newspapers. 
Briefl y, I wondered about the name of 
the store, but fi gured they must be Dan-
ish and left it at that.
 Driving around, I came across some-
thing that made me turn around, go 
back, and even stop. There was a fac-
tory on the Pemaquid Peninsula, and 
not a tiny one either.
 Housed in a good-sized building on 
Lower Round Pond Road, Master’s Ma-
chine Company employs about one hun-
dred people, according to the young 
lady at the reception desk. The com-
pany manufactures precision-machined 
products, and has experienced healthy 
growth over the fi fty years that it has 
been in operation. From its beginnings 
in a small schoolhouse building in 1957, 
George Masters, Sr. began with only 
three employees, one of whom was his 
fi rst son and current company president, 
Richard Masters. In 1964, the company 
moved into its current facilities, where 
it has become a major employer in the 
larger Damariscotta region, utilizing 
precision screw machines and computer 
operated equipment, and competing in 
a global market.
 Living in Millinocket, where there 
seems to be no place for industry or 
manufacturing in what has become a 
poorly-functioning tourist economy, it’s 
encouraging to see that, even in a place 
that has been a tourist haven for more 
than a century, room can be made for 
manufacturing, at least so long as there 
is a will.
 Next, the library. The Bristol Public 
Library had a wealth of historical infor-
mation on the area, as well as a bank of 
computers, so I spent a few hours going 
through them, taking notes, and creat-
ing a rough outline of what was to be-
come this article.
 Leaving there, I retraced some of the 
steps that I had made the previous day, 
taking photos from different angles and 
in a different light. I found that I had 
missed Dee’s Variety somehow, in all 
my travels the day before, so I stopped 
there, bought something and left some 
newspapers.
 Driving along some of the back roads, 
as I always do, I stopped in a few places 
and daydreamed about what it might be 
like to live there.
 But I never came up with an answer.

References:
* Twenty Years at Pemaquid, by J. Hen-
ry Cartland; published in 1914.
* Jamestown of Pemaquid, by Mrs. Ma-
ria Hackelton; published in 1869.
* The Story of Ancient Pemaquid, by 
Harold W. Castner; published in 1950.
* Coastal New England: Its Life and 
Past, by William F. Robinson; published 
in 1983.
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Toll Free Phone Num-
bers

Pay as little as 2.9 cents per 
minute!  Change providers with-
out changing your toll free phone 
number!

Call 723-4826 for information.

Dirigo Health Plan: Baloney Season is in Full Bloom
by Scott K Fish

Baloney season is in full bloom. 
Example: mixed messages we’re gett ing 
(and will keep gett ing until Election 
Day 2006) about Governor Baldacci’s 
Dirigo Health Plan (DHP). Dirigo is the 
Governor’s two-part state-run health 
insurance combining Medicaid and a 
subsidized health plan for individuals, 
sole proprietors, and small businesses 
called DirigoChoice.

Recently, the Maine State Employees 
Union (MSEU) funded radio ads 
glorifying DHP and Governor Baldacci 
for, they claim, saving Maine millions 
of dollars while insuring thousands of 
uninsured and under-insured Mainers.

Meanwhile, an email lands in my inbox. 
The Hon. Tarren Bragdon is writing 
about Dirigo for The Heartland Institute. 
Bragdon says Dirigo, “is hemorrhaging 
money and faltering, according to fi gures 
released...by Baldacci’s administration.”

Who to believe?
Tarren Bragdon, a former Maine 

legislator, represented part of Bangor 
in the State House. Today, Bragdon is 
a policy analyst for the Maine Heritage 
Policy Center, an expert on Dirigo. He 
leads the MHPC's "DirigoWatch," a 
project dedicated to keeping Dirigo from 
escaping into the Land of Make Believe.
When Baldacci launched Dirigo, that 
would have been a great time for the 
MSEU to join. Instead, the MSEU said, 
No thanks, we’ll keep our gold-plated 
health insurance program. As a former 
state employee I promise you—state 
employees have excellent health care 
insurance.

But why was the MSEU-funded radio 
raving about a program of which they 
want no part? Do as we say, not as we 
do.

I’ll stick with Tarren Bragdon’s Dirigo 
information. Numbers don’t lie.

Governor Baldacci (June 2003) told 
Dirigo would provide health insurance 
to 135,000 Maine uninsured/under-
insured residents within fi ve years, with 
no new taxes, while lowering health 
insurance costs for all Maine.

Not true.
Tarren Bragdon: “Since January 1, 

2005, 8,500 people have enrolled in 
DirigoChoice. But...[o]ne in seven people 
(14 percent)...dropped the plan aft er...
less than 10 months.”

Bragdon cites an 8/05 Muskie School 
study showing that only 22.4% of 
DirigoChoice policyholders had no 
health insurance when they signed on. 
That suggests:

* Most DirigoChoice policyholders 
dropped their private sector health 
insurance to get subsidized by 
Maine taxpayers, and
* DirigoChoice has provided 
coverage to just 1,635 uninsured 
persons in 10 months.

That means, writes Bragdon, “the 
estimated annual cost to Maine taxpayers 
for each uninsured person covered by 
DirigoChoice is over $15,900.”

Governor Baldacci used $54 million 
meant for tax relief to start Dirigo. Now 
he’s taxing all health insurance claims 
paid in Maine ($44 million) to keep 
Dirigo afl oat.

What’s bett er? Competition! Freedom 
over socialism. My $370 monthly Maine 
policy costs $150 per month in Texas. 
Why? Because of two pieces of 1993 
legislative insanity called “community 
rating” and “guaranteed issue.”

In 1993, Maine began forcing Maine 
insurers to take ANYONE, even gravely 
ill people, as new insurees (guaranteed 
issue) and stopped allowing age to be 
factored into insurance rates (community 
rating). Who wants that risk pool?

We need to fi x these sick policies 
so private insurers will want to come 
back to Maine. I even have a name 
picked out for this new insurance plan: 
FreeMarketChoice.

•

•

Scott K Fish has been active in 
Maine politics since 1989. He is 
founder/owner of the As Maine 
Goes web site, writes a monthly 
political column for Bangor Metro 
magazine, and is a consultant for 
the Maine Heritage Policy Center. 

The Constitution Party: Why I Switched
By Matthew Jones

Once upon a time I was a good Republican. 
I was a member of my town and county 
Republican organization. I passed out 
literature. I wrote letters to the editor talking 
up Republican “ideals”. I was a “model” 
Republican soldier. 

I eventually found myself privately holding 
my nose as I cast votes for “conservative” 
candidates. Many of them that called 
themselves “conservatives” were not 
conservative at all. They were, however, less 
liberal than the liberal candidate. 

Voting this way left me very dissatisfi ed 
and disillusioned. I began asking myself 
what characteristics the ideal candidate 
would possess. 

The candidate would understand that rights 
come from God and not from the state. 

The candidate would understand and abide 
by the United States Constitution, recognizing 
the limits it places on the government. 

The candidate would not only support the 
second amendment, they would work to 
repeal unconstitutional federal gun laws. 

Then it hit me: The reason that I was not 
fi nding any Republican candidates with 
these values, is that the party itself no longer 
has these values. The old term “RINO” no 
longer applies since these “RINOs” now 
represent the mainstream of the party. 

There is only one party that holds 
these values dear: The Constitution 
Party. When I read their platform (www.
constitutionparty.com), I knew that I had 
to make the switch. I realized that I cannot 
continue to vote for the same thing and 
expect different results.

The Constitution Party is different. It is a 
party with true ideals. They are pro-life, pro-
family, pro-constitution, pro-gun rights, pro-
liberty, and anti-”nanny government”. The 
party motto “Principle over Politics” really 
rings true. It is a message that Maine and the 
United States need right now. 

Maybe you have been in my shoes, perhaps 
you feel left behind by your party. The 
Constitution Party is now beginning 
to organize in Maine. If you are interested in 
being a part of the movement to take America 
back, please visit www.constitutionparty.
com. You can also call the Constitution Party 
at 1-800-Veto-IRS. You can even e-mail me 
at mattykid91@yahoo.com 

America needs to stop the leftward slide. 
We can make a difference, one person at a 
time.

Matthew is a businessman and 
political activist from Chelsea, 
Maine.  His political beliefs stem 
from the fact that all rights come 
from God, not the government 
and that we must return to 
limited government as outlined 
in the United States Constitution.   
He was married on Independence 
Day 1995 to his wife and soul 
mate, Paula.  The two have two 
beautiful young girls.  His favorite 
Bible verse is 2 Chronicles 7:14  “If 
my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.”

Forest City Road, in Forest City. 

“
It does not require a majority to prevail, but 
rather an irate, tireless minority keen to set 
brush fi res in people’s minds.

”
Samuel Adams
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We are also on the web at http://allmainematters.com

Do you have a question for Al-
vina? Send it -- along with your 
birth date, time, and place of birth 
– to Alvina at PO Box 6547, Santa 
Fe, NM 87502

Or order via telephone, toll-free

877-484-6464

Ask

Safety Net or Golden Parachute?
(Continued from page 1)

	 The talk about the need for an in-
crease in the minimum wage, and the 
growing discussion around the need 
to create a “livable wage,” misses the 
point entirely. The free market system 
creates wages that are commensurate 
with supply and demand of jobs and 
employees. With few employers left in 
the state, we could set the minimum 
wage at $50 per hour, and it still would 
not be enough. Companies would not 
pay it. They would leave the state, and 
we would end up with the situation we 
have today – the highest percent of res-
idents living on the dole in our state’s 
history. 
	 Companies simply pass wage in-
creases to the consumer by raising the 
cost of their product. Groceries will be 
more expensive. The price of a meal at 
a restaurant will increase. Everything 
the consumer buys will go up. Who’s 
the consumer? Among others, the same 
individuals who just received the mini-
mum wage increase! A minimum wage 
hike is eaten up by the increase in the 
cost of goods that same raise created. 
Why Democrats can’t understand this 
basic principle of economics boggles 
the mind.
	 I want people to have a good edu-
cation that leads to a good paying job, 
and the opportunity to live a good life. 
But nothing is free. It seems to me that 
we are taking the safety net that is criti-
cal to people who are truly in need, and 
we are tailoring it into a golden para-
chute. We are being taken advantage 

of and played for suckers by the thou-
sands and thousands of people who 
don’t mind living off of the government. 
Little wonder our taxes are killing us.
	 I believe that the policies set in place 
by more than 30 years of Democrat rule 
in Augusta are no longer working. It is 
time to rein in state spending and fos-
ter the culture of self-sufficiency that 
Maine’s reputation was built upon. 
Maine is at the critical tipping point 
– we can act now to salvage the work 
ethic that once made this a great place 
for industry to settle, or we can contin-
ue to foster a culture of dependence. 
	 Our votes in November will deter-
mine which way Maine moves.

Senator Lois Snowe-Mello rep-
resents District 15, including the 
communities of Auburn, New 
Gloucester, Durham, and her 
hometown of Poland. Currently 
serving her freshman term in the 
Senate, Lois was a member of the 
House of Representatives in the 
118th, 119th, 120th and 121st 
Legislative Sessions. Senator 
Snowe-Mello prides herself on her 
reputation as being both pro-busi-
ness and pro-environment as a 
current member of both the Labor 
and Natural Resources Commit-
tees. She is up for re-election, and 
intends to campaign tirelessly for 
the privilege to serve again. Sena-
tor Snowe-Mello can be reached 
at (207)784-9136 or at replois@
megalink.net.

Dear Alvina,
	 We’ve had a lot of financial problems the past few years. We have a lot of pro-
eprty which we have been unable to rent or even sell, and business has gone from 
bad to worse. Our debts have piled up to the point that I dread the mailman arriving 
or the phone ringing. Every time I think I see a light at the end of the tunnel, it turns 
out to be an oncoming train!
	 When will this ease up?
	 My birthday is 11/26/52, and my husband’s is 9/24/54. We were both born in 
Maine.
			   Money’s Tight in Northern Maine

Dear Sagittarius;
     You are in a place where you will take on as the authority in your home. There 
seems to be much movement around you. I feel that you might get upset because 
your husband finds it difficult to make a decision without having to change his 
mind, afraid that others might suffer through his decisions. This is not that he is 
weak, it is that he tries to make everyone happy and may have never learned to say 
NO. 
	 In 2004 and 2005 he was thinking of doing something other than what he is doing 
now. And now today there is a definite move called for but he won’t do it until life 
makes him do it. This does not mean a move from you, just a change. You have to 
take over and make decisions at this time, for he is fearful
     You may have to wait until September 2007 to once again feel completely safe and 
at ease. I see that around November 8 of last year you were almost clear to sell, but 
things went wrong because you were supposed to wait. Now on March 23 of this 
year, things started to fall into place once again. Just hold tight because around the 
last week of June of this year clouds will clear and you will see that things will start 
to get better. Try not to worry, life has a way of getting you exactly where it wants 
you. I know it is hard but have faith.
 

Keyword: POSITIVE

Alvina has been a psychic, astrologer, consultant, writer and speaker 
for over 40 years. This is a powerful combination to help people realize 
their own timing for this lifetime. Alvina Turner reaches out and connects 
people with their past present and future.

Alvina’s book, Visions, Wishes, and Dreams…Oh My! is available now. 
You can buy it by calling this toll-free order number 877-484-6464.

Dear Alvina,
	 For the last year, I have had a run of bad luck. My husband passed away 3/25/05. 
My oldest son and I have had a parting of the ways. In June of 2005, my daughter’s 
significant other left her after 23 years. however, he returned after a 2 month ab-
sence. In January of 2006, I had to have a complete hysterectomy with the threat of 
cancer, which proved unfounded. 
	 Is there any hope in sight that things will improve?
					     Getting Tired

Dear Scorpio;
     I know it has been a terrible time for you, I am sorry. 
	 I think that life is trying to make you let go. You are quite tenacious, and you hold 
on tight so that you may not want to accept change.
	 You are going to see that you may be fighting a lesson that you must learn. It is 

a lesson about “what is important, who 
is important and why”. Only you can 
answer this.
	 Values and Valuables are two differ-
ent things. I think you have to learn the 
difference.
     Was the falling out with your son 
about “yours, mine and ours”? As for 
your daughter stay out of it. 
	 You are a strong woman, maybe if 
you look back at the years between 1974 
and 1976 you can find the energy, know-
ing that you survived those years and 
went on as you will go on again.
 

Keyword: ACCEPT

Help Us Fill In The Holes

	 If you can help us fill in some of these gaps, please contact me, especially if 
you can do so on a reliable, regular basis. Please don’t feel as if you have to com-
mit to a large distribution route. If you can only place All Maine Matters in busi-
nesses within your hometown, and replenish the supplies when they run low, 
that would be a big help to us.
	 If you are a business owner, and you’d like to distribute All Maine Matters 
free of charge to your customers, please contact me as well. If you’ve picked this 
newspaper up from a store, restaurant, or other business, please thank the owner 
for carrying All Maine Matters.

Ken Anderson
All Maine Matters
ken@allmainematters.com

	 As you can see from our 
March distribution map, 
we’ve expanded into many 
new areas of Maine. Each 
month, we hope to reach 
out even further until we 
have indeed reached all of 
Maine. It is important for 
us to do this because all of 
Maine does matter. It’s not 
just a masthead.
	 This month, we’ll be 
adding distribution points 
along a section of the coast, 
from Damariscotta to Se-
arsport, then north to Ban-
gor. We’ll also be filling 
in some of the small gaps 
that remain in northern 
Aroostook County. We’re 
excited about this, but 
we recognize that we still 
have a ways to go, particu-
larly in the southern and 
coastal regions of the state, 
but also in Waldo, Frank-
lin and Somerset counties, 
and some other scattered 
areas.
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Undue Influence
(Continued from page 12)

	 The citizens of Willis Wharf can still 
elect public officials and go through all the 
motions, but all decisions are made by the 
NGO. The NGO has already pre-determined 
what is best for them. Sound familiar?
	 When you pull up the site you will also 
discover that they are knee deep into the vi-
sioning process, collecting concerned indi-
viduals, building committees, sub- commit-
tees and getting everybody involved in their 
own future, despite the fact that their future 
is already pre-determined by the NGO.
	 Brascan`s total control of all land for de-
velopment, with the inclusion of MAGIC 
and its, “Circle of friends” results in the 
exclusion of the public. The extreme ex-
ample exists in the proposed sale of Ham-
mond Ridge to a MAGIC Founder and the 
recent sale of the Former Bartons Marina to 
a MAGIC member. While literally dozens of 
hungry Entrepreneurs, both local and tran-
sient have begged for the opportunity to pur-
chase their leases, and actually own land. It 
is now more than apparent that only a chosen 
few, (Circle Of Friends), will be allowed to 
prosper in this area. So, while we will ex-
perience managed growth, it has been given 
a new name, the “Maine Highlands”. Which 
is just another “buzz” word for “Sustainable 
Development”.
	 To bring this point home, we only need 
to go back to 1967, when the Environmental 
Improvement Division was the ruling agency, 
just as the “Wildlands Use Regulation Com-
mission”, was transforming into the “Land 
Use Regulation Commission” in 1969, and 
later was officially born on 9/23/71. This 
date represents the implementation of the 
States first, and most effective rural cleans-
ing tool of its kind in the world. “LURC”.

Imagine, if you would, that your goal was to 
force the Northern half of the State to leave 
or migrate south. You would then need to 
create a situation where the south is allowed 
to stay fat and happy, while life in the north-
ern half becomes unbearable. To accomplish 
this task, it was necessary to;

Set up a land use regulation body that 
could enforce laws written by southern 
Maine, at the exclusion of any input 
from northern Maine. 
Set up “Management Classes”, for the 
actual discrimination of one lake over 
another. Under the guise of environmen-
tal protection, it is now accepted prac-
tice to allow an escavator in the water 
in Sebago Lake, while a camp owner in 
the Millinocket area pays a $4,000.00 
fine for moving a stove size rock on his 
beach. 
Once the “Management Class” system 
is established and the legislative dam-
age is done, include northern Maine 
participation on the Commission. This 
effectively, gives the appearance of a 
balanced rule making body, while com-
pleting the rural cleansing of Northern 
Maine. 
Set up several “Satellite” L.U.R.C. of-
fices to give the appearance of being 
user friendly, While maintaining the 
second most restrictive and expensive 
land use standards in the nation. 
Achieve and maintain the most anti-
business climate in the Country, Exam-
ples; Highest corp. Tax, Highest State 
Tax, Highest Health Ins. Cost, Highest 
Workers` Comp rates, Highest Unem-
ployment taxes, Most cumbersome reg-
ulations, and the list goes on.

	 Now, the politicians are all concerned 
by our extreme anti-business status. But the 
standards that were only modestly high in 
1994, have steadily increased and have nev-
er taken a backwards step since the election 
of our first “ Nature Conservancy Trustee,” 
Governor, Angus King. In fact, It took sev-
eral years to obtain one of the highest comp 
rates in the nation. The State had to take 
over the comp system to accomplish this 
task. In so doing they invented M.E.M.I.C., 
this State control over a formerly private 
Insurance system has robbed all Maine 
business owners of affordable coverage. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

	 My own coverage for $84,000.00 in pay-
roll was $4,100.00 in 1999. The same cover-
age on the same payroll, climbed to almost 
$13,000.00 in 2001, All, without a claim or a 
loss of any kind in fourteen years. That same 
policy is $28,868.00 today.
	 When I decided to investigate these costs, 
I learned that the comp rate is artificially 
controlled by the maximum allowable court 
settlement, set by the state.  In Maine that 
maximum is $250,000.00. This gives us 
a rate of about 14%. In Massachusetts, the 
max settlement is set at $80,000.00, giving 
them a rate of about 4%. The State of Mas-
sachusetts, has made a conscious decision 
to promote small business opportunities and 
sponsor a friendly business climate, within 
its` borders. The State Of Maine, however, 
has made a conscious decision to end any at-
tempt of a small business to start up here, 
and has completed its` goal of accumulating 
strong financial deterrents towards Business 
Development in Northern Maine. With the 
national average for tax burden at 10.1%, 
Maine has finally achieved a rate of 13.0%, 
now 22% higher than the national average. 
Maine is consciously and intentionally tax-
ing its` citizens out of existence.
	 Following the installation of the States` 
first “Nature Conservancy Trustee” Gov-
ernor, Angus King, our leaders have made 
several decisions affecting the health and 
well being of our States` economy. These 
decisions have upgraded our anti-business 
rating from Number 24, in 1994, to being 
tops in the country, at Number 50, today. As 
the decision to install and maintain the 46th 
highest Comp rate was intentional, I am left 
to assume that the remaining State controlled 
deterrents to business are just exactly that, 
STATE CONTROLLED DETERENTS TO 
BUSINESS.
	 For copies of the Data collected from 
State, Federal and other sources, used in the 
formation of the above opinion, you only 
need to pull up Magic City Morning Star, 
on-line at magic-city-news.com.
-1924- Governor Percival Baxter uses the 
powers of Eminent Domain to help Great 
Northern paper, build a nineteen dam system 
and in effect creating the strongest, most cost 
efficient, Paper Company on Earth. This in 
effect did also create the States` most stable 
job base.
-1935- The Wilderness Society is hatched 
from the Sierra Club.
-1953- The Nature Conservancy is incorpo-
rated.
-1956- The Nature Conservancy incorpo-
rates its` fourth Chapter in Maine.
-1967- Pictorial evidence, Biologist stud-
ies, and university research are gathered for 
presentation to the one Hundred And Fourth 
Legislature, for the purpose of creating an 
extremely restrictive land use regulation 
body.
-1969- L.D. 210, An Act to Create the Wild-
lands Use Regulation Commission, is re-
placed by new draft, L.D. 1260, and later 
becomes L.D. 1566.
-1971- L.D. 1566, L.U.R.C. is born, An Act 
to create “The Land Use Regulation Com-
mission”.
-1985- L.U.R.C. demands guaranteed em-
ployment levels from Great Northern Nekoo-
sa before they would grant a permit for the 
construction of the Big “ A” Dam.
-1989- Georgia Pacific performs “Hostile 
Takeover” of Great Northern Paper.
-1991- Bowater and Georgia Pacific swaps 
spit and divide the assets of GNP.
-1995- Bowater brings in a new President 
from Nova Scotia, to run and manage its 
GNP holdings, Who is later named as Nature 
Conservancy Trustee.
-1999- Great Northern Paper Inc. became 
financially insolvent moments after it was 
sold Inexcon Maine.
-2002- Nature Conservancy forges $50M 
land pact to “help” Great Northern Paper.
-2003- January 10, GNP seeks bankruptcy 
protection.
-2003- November 19, GNP Suit: Illicit mon-
ey transfer led to insolvency.

David P. Cyr, a lifelong resident of 
Millinocket, Maine gave up his seat 
as a member of the Millinocket 
Planning Board,  prior to his elec-
tion to the Millinocket Town Coun-
cil.  While he retains his seat on 
the Comprehensive Planning Com-
mittee, he also holds a seat on the 
Board of the Millinocket Historical 
Society and Katahdin Area Televi-
sion. Along with his membership in 
the Maine Leaseholder’s Associa-
tion and the Fin And Feather Club, 
he was recently elected to the 
Steering Committee of the Maine 
Woods Coalition.

A Discussion With 
Stu Kallgren, of the 

Maine Leaseholder’s 
Association

	 The Maine Leaseholder’s Associa-
tion was formed in 1990 to address the 
concerns of leaseholders in the State of 
Maine, and Stu Kallgren has served as 
its president since 1996.
	 AMM: This might be a horrible way 
to start out an interview, but what do 
you want to talk about this month?
	 STU: Well, we killed our bill, LD1646.
	 AMM: You didn’t want it to pass?
	 STU: That would have been ideal but, 
in talking to legislators throughout the 
state, particularly in the southern part

of the state, there are too many who don’t get it yet. Instead, the committee is go-
ing to draft a letter to the governor recommending that he set up a commission 
to study leasing - leasing only, not traditional use or access, just leasing. We’re 
asking that this commission consist of three members representing leaseholders, 
three representing landowners, and one member from the governor’s office. We 
hope to get from that a recommendation from the governor’s office that would 
protect everyone’s interests, the landowners as well as the leaseholders.
	 AMM: In order to accomplish this, it was necessary to kill the bill?
	 STU: Yes, in order to get this commission set up, we had to kill the bill. This is 
what we’re looking for as a solution at this time. Given that there are those in the 
legislature who simply don’t understand the issues at this time, this is probably 
the best way for us to achieve our objectives.
	 AMM: Okay ...
	 STU: Camp lots are selling on Little Kennebago Lake for $324,000, and that’s for 
a non-conforming .98 acre lot.
	 AMM: Non-conforming, what does that mean?
	 STU: That means that it doesn’t meet LURC’s standards as a buildable lot.
	 AMM: I see. So if that camp hadn’t already been built by the leaseholder, no on 
else would be able to build on that lot today. It’s worth money only because that 
camp is there?
	 STU: Exactly, and the leaseholder is stuck. He can’t move the camp, so he has to 
either come up with $324,000 or let the camp go.
	 AMM: Ouch.
	 STU: 98% of the camps on leased land are on non-conforming lots. That land 
wouldn’t be worth anything if the camps weren’t there. Yet the leaseholder who 
built the camp, and has been paying the taxes on it, is being charged such and ex-
horbitant price because the camp is there. It’s no different than extortion. It’s also 
important to understand that these landowners aren’t paper companies anymore. 
Some of them may still make paper, but that’s no longer where their interests are 
here in the state of Maine. Our wood is going to Canada, where it is processed, 
and value is added to it, then it’s being shipped back here at high cost.
	 AMM: In the past, when so many of our towns and population were dependent 
upon the forest products industry for work, it made sense that our laws were writ-
ten to favor these industries. Since this is no longer the case, do you think that 
changes need to be made?
	 STU: We are seeing an abuse of treegrowth. The Nature Conservancy, the Ap-
palachian Mountain Club, and some of these other organizations, they own land 
here in Maine, and they all have it in treegrowth. That’s not what treegrowth was 
intended for.
	 AMM: Treegrowth was supposed to be a way in which we could encourage 
our largest landowners and employers to maintain large parcels of land for the 
purpose of harvesting the wood to support the people of Maine. Since that’s not 
being done anymore, that leaves us with a problem.
	 STU: It does. We’re granting tax breaks, but we’re not getting an equal return 
for our investment. Eventually, the landowners who are non-profits are going to 
make their way to Augusta, claiming non-profit status, and asking that they be 
absolved of any tax debt whatsoever.
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Say What?
by Mark Landsbaum

Discussion	and	debate	has	degenerated	to	
meaningless	babble	with	opposing	sides	talk-
ing	 past	 each	 other.	 In	 this	 dialogue,	 words	
no	 longer	have	meaning,	or	at	 least	meaning	
everyone	agrees	on.	Welcome	to	post-modern	
America.	
	 Case	 in	 point:	 Thousands	 of 	 demonstra-
tors fl ooded city streets this week demanding 
“justice”	for	sub	rosa	immigrants	who	illegally	
have snuck across the U.S. border to receive 
taxpayer-fi nanced benefi ts like education, 
health care and subsidized transportation, 
while taking jobs and artifi cially driving down 
wages	that	impoverished	legal	residents	sorely	
could	have	used.	On	the	face	of 	it,	one	might	
assume	that	a	demand	for	“justice”	would	be	
a	call	for	the	quaint,	old-fashioned	notion	of 	
lawbreakers	being	 “brought	 to	 justice,”	 as	 in	
arrested,	tried	and	convicted	for	their	crimes.
	 Not	quite.	When	these	demonstrators	de-
mand	“justice,”	what	they	really	mean	is	that	
they	 demand	 mercy,	 grace	 and	 forgiveness.	
They	 aren’t	 asking	 for	 what	 they	 deserve,	
which is the defi nition of  justice. Instead, they 
demand	mercy,	which	is	not	getting	punished	
as	they	really	deserve,	and	grace,	which	is	get-
ting	something	good	that	they	don’t	deserve,	
and	forgiveness,	which	is	being	absolved	of 	all	
guilt	for	their	crimes.
	 With	such	convoluted	rhetoric,	 the	merits	
of 	 the	 issue	 are	 lost	 in	 the	 noise.	 Protesters	
demand	 what	 they	 call	 “justice,”	 but	 those	
they	demand	it	from	hear	something	entirely	
different:	a	demand	for	mercy,	grace	and	for-
giveness. How do we discuss, let alone debate, 
demands	 for	 “justice”	 when	 we	 can’t	 even	
agree	on	what	justice	is?	It’s	impossible	when	
you	say	“potato”	and	I	hear	“pajamas.”	As	the	
song	writer	wrote,	it’s	tempting	to	just	call	the	
whole	thing	off.
	 You	say	“justice,”	but	mean,	“getting	what	
you	want.”	When	I	say	“justice,”	I	mean,	“get-
ting	what	you	deserve.”
	 In	the	same	way,	you	say	“gay,”	but	mean,	
“consider	 me	 normal.”	 I	 say	 “homosexual,”	
and	mean,	“abnormal,	unhealthy,	sinful.”
	 You	say,	“a	living	wage,”	but	mean	“enough	
money	 to	 buy	 what	 you	 want.”	 I	 say	 “mini-
mum	wage,”	and	mean,	“pay	that’s	commen-
surate	with	entry-level	ability	and	experience.”
	 You	 say,	 “choice,”	 but	 mean	 doing	 away	
with	 what	 is	 inconvenient.	 I	 say,	 “abortion,”	
and	mean	the	killing	of 	your	own	baby.
	 It’s	as	if 	we	are	speaking	different	languag-
es.	 Indeed,	 we	 are.	 Yours	 is	 the	 language	 of 	
entitlement.	You	want,	therefore	you	demand	
and	expect	to	receive.	Mine	is	the	language	of 	
standards	 in	 which	 your	 wants,	 and	 for	 that	
matter	my	wants,	don’t	dictate	what	you	or	I	
get.
	 Your	language	presumes	that	you	ought	to	
get	what	you	want.	Mine	presumes	that	what	
you	-	or	I	-	may	want	 is	entirely	a	secondary	
issue,	subordinate	to	what	is	just,	normal	and	
moral.
 Here’s the rub. Now that you have suc-
ceeded	in	stripping	away	words’	real	meaning,	
any	 apparent	 compromise	 really	 means	 that	
you	 win.	 Any	 compromise	 simply	 would	 be	
yet	another	perversion	of 	the	words’	original	
meaning.	 A	 compromise	 on	 abortion	 would	
mean	some	babies	are	killed	and	others	not.	

	 A	 compromise	 on	 enforcing	 immigration	
laws	would	mean	some	criminal	activity	is	per-
mitted	and	some	not.	A	compromise	on	entry	
level	wages	would	mean	some	wages	are	deter-
mined	by	supply	and	demand	and	some	not.	A	
compromise	on	acceptance	of 	homosexuality	
as	 “just	 another	 lifestyle”	 would	 mean	 some	
abnormal,	 unhealthy,	 sinful	 behavior	 is	 en-
dorsed,	and	some	not.	In	every	case	compro-
mise	precludes	what	is	just,	normal	and	moral,	
no matter how fl owery you make it sound. As 
wise	men	once	 told	 us,	 a	 little	 a	 little	 leaven	
leavens	the	whole	lump.
	 Words	matter.	Or	at	least	they	used	to.	But	
today	words	have	become	pliant	to	the	point	
of 	meaninglessness.	Why?	Because	if 	you	de-
manded	what	you	really	wanted,	you	know	that	
your	demand	would	sound	patently	absurd.
	 You	 would	 have	 to	 demand	 mercy,	 grace	
and	 forgiveness	 for	 breaking	 innumerable	
laws,	 denying	 lawful	 residents	 jobs	 and	 de-
pressing	 wages.	 You	 would	 have	 to	 demand	
the	 right	 for	men	 to	engage	 in	anal	 sex	with	
other	 men.	 You	 would	 have	 to	 demand	 the	
right	to	be	paid	more	than	your	labor	is	worth.	
You	would	have	to	demand	the	right	to	murder	
your	own	child.	None	of 	these	demands	put	in	
plain	language	would	be	popular	or	persuasive.	
That’s why you have obfuscated by redefi ning 
up	as	down	and	right	as	wrong.
	 You	have	made	great	strides	in	perverting	
the	English	 language,	 reshaping	 it	 like	 a	wax	
nose	until	words	take	on	entirely	new	and	ut-
terly	absurd	meanings.
	 Once	upon	a	time,	it	was	understood	uni-
versally	that	murder	is	the	intentional,	wrong-
ful	killing	of 	a	person,	who	would	not	die	nat-
urally	if 	left	alone	or	if 	medically	treated.	But	
you	have	changed	even	that.	Now	you	demand	
“compassion”	 and	 “dignity”	 and,	 yes	 again,	
“choice,” in order to “mercifully” euthanize 
people	who	are	not	dying,	but	whose	“qual-
ity	of 	 life”	doesn’t	measure	up	 to	someone’s	
standard.
 Shame on you. At least as long as that word 
still	has	meaning.

In addition to being a Staff Writer 
for the New Media Alliance, Mark
Landsbaum is a Christian freelance 
writer, member of the Evangeli-
cal Press Association, a published 
author and former award-winning 
Los Angeles Times reporter from 
Diamond Bar, California. In a 24-
year newspaper career, his cov-
erage resulted in arrests, prison 
sentences, new laws and court in-
junctions to halt improper govern-
ment activity, and a nomination by 
The Times for a Pulitzer Prize for 
investigative reporting. Since leav-
ing The Times, Landsbaum’s free-
lance news articles and commen-
tary columns have been published 
by Concerned Women for America, 
Christian Examiner, Baptist News, 
Good News Etc., New Wineskins 
Magazine, Chalcedon.com, David 
Horowitz’s Front Page Magazine, 
the news portal Terra.com, the Ari-
zona Republic and the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, among others.

School Board Survey Begins
by Susan C. Stratton

 In recent years, we have seen the power 
and sway of school board members. In Oro-
no, for example, the school board opted to 
keep a controversial book for the 9th grade 
curriculum titled: Girl Interrupted. This book 
became a concern of parents when they re-
alized it included perverse graphical sexual 
scenes and glorifi ed suicide. Despite the fears 
of parents, the board opted at the end of its 
investigation to keep the book in its classes. 
Even after other parents protested this move 
and questioned the board again, the board 
remained steadfast in its decision.  This is a 
prime example of how a school board can se-
riously affect the education of our children. 
While there are thousands of books that the 
school could have chosen instead to satisfy 
parents concerns and cover the subject re-
quirement, they still opted to keep a crude 
piece of literature. Middle ground could have 
been reached but the board decided to ignore 
the parents and to claim higher judgment 
than the parents of those students.
 In other cases around the state of Maine, 
we’ve seen schools opting to include the gay 
right agenda within their walls. There are in-
cidents where hallways are marked with pink 
triangles, giving homosexual, bi-sexual and 
transgender children a place to socialize and 
group. Some schools hold a one-day event 
each year called, “Silence Day” which asks 
teachers and students to refrain from speak-
ing all day long. They wear rainbow pins or 
homosexual-based messages on their shirts 
to show support of homosexual rights. The 
school thus becomes a place of moral war 
as practicing Christians, Jewish faithful and 
Muslims are ridiculed for not going along 
with the practice. And we hear of extreme 
gay activists, pro-abortion leaders or other 
inappropriate guests invited to read stories to 
our children at school.
 Given the liberty that activist groups now 
have in our Maine schools because of school 
committees who do not listen to the concerns 
of parents, it’s time for all community citi-
zens to become informed voters when school 
board elections run. They need to take an 
active role in the formation of the board, so 
that outsiders cannot manipulate the school. 
Since many parents don’t have time to at-
tend board meetings, individuals around the 
state are working together to collect data on 
current board members and those hoping to 
run for a seat. The questionnaire (below) is 
a copy of the survey now being circulated. 
Answers from board members in all school 
districts will be fi led and publicly listed so 
that parents and community members can see 
where each board member stands on serious 
issues affecting their children such as: homo-
sexuality, abstinence programs, religion in 
the schools, etc.
 If you wish to assist in this statewide sur-
vey, please contact Mrs. Stratton at: kaylan-
cor@adelphia.net
 Results of the survey will be made avail-
able in a few months. You can use the survey 
below to question your own district board 
members. You can contact the town offi ce to 
get contact information for individuals run-
ning for future board elections. Please send 
any completed surveys to: PO Box 138, 
Corinna, ME 04928

SURVEY FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEBERS
 Please help parents and supporters in the 
community make an informed vote when 
school board elections run by answering the 
following questions. All questions are in re-
gards to public schools, not private. . All an-
swers and comments will be made public so 
citizens can see the results of the statewide 
survey. When you complete the question-
naire, you agree to this disclaimer. If you de-
cide not to fi ll out the questionnaire, you will 
be marked on the list as “refused”. This ques-
tionnaire was constructed by a parent and not 
part of any particular organization or group.
 If you are in the middle on a subject, please 
pick the best answer to the question and add 
more to explain your position in detail. Ques-
tions will then be shared with voters in the 
proper school district. Thank you.
  

Do you support or oppose abstinence 
programs over and above birth control 
programs in the schools? 
Do you support or oppose books, fi lms, 
or other media in the school curriculum 
that include graphical displays of sexual 
behavior (rape, incest, sexual intercourse, 
etc.) and/or glorifi es suicide or death? 
Do you have any specifi c changes you 
wish to make in the governance of our 
local schools? Any changes you hope to 
see in the curriculum or school board?
When classes teach history or religion, do 
you feel that all major religions should be 
treated equally and fairly? For example, 
there was a case where the class was told 
to take on Muslim roles for an entire 
month. The children were told to dress 
in Muslim attire, take on Muslim names 
and partake in Muslim religious tradi-
tions. But the same class did not engage 
the same method of teaching regarding 
the other major religions of Judaism or 
Christianity, which seemed extremely 
one-sided to many parents in the com-
munity.
Do you support or oppose Planned Par-
enthood programs in the classroom or be-
coming involved in health education? 
Do you feel that Christmas songs and 
traditions that include reference to Je-
sus should be banned from public school 
property during the holiday season? 
It only takes one incident to ruin a child’s 
life forever regarding sexual abuse. Giv-
en the seriousness of sexual crime, do 
you agree that schools need to step up 
security measures regarding volunteers 
at the school by asking parents and indi-
viduals who help at the school to undergo 
a simple background check? 
Do you support or oppose homosexual-
ity, bisexuality and/or transgenderism in 
the school curriculum?
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8.

Susan C. Stratton is a Catholic 
wife and mother of 3 children in 
Corinna, Maine.  She is a freelance 
writer and current chairperson of 
the Corinna Chapter, Maine Right 
to Life. You can reach Mrs. Stratton 
at: kaylancor@adelphia.net. 

Straight From Nana Beth’s Kitchen!

 Since fi sh is something I’m always 
looking to fi nd new recipes for, and 
fi sh is so good for us, I decided to 
print my favorite recipe my mom 
gave me,  and my mom’s the best 
cook I know, so I’m pretty sure you’ll 
like this one.
 This recipe is so easy, takes only 
10 minutes in the microwave, and 
tastes absolutely wonderful.  The 
butter crumb topping is so rich and 
delicious, and adds just the right fl a-
vor to make it a really special dish.  
 For busy people who want a 
healthy meal prepared quickly, you 
couldn’t get better or faster than this 
one.

Mom’s Micro-Wave Fish 

1 pound of white fi sh.......placed in 
a 9 inch pie plate, with the thick-
est part of the fi sh toward the outer 
edge.  Cover with a dampened pa-
per towel - which has most of the 
water squeezed out.  Micro-wave on 
high, 3 minutes.

Remove platter from micro-wave 
and let stand covered with paper 
towel, while preparing buttered 
crumbs.

Buttered crumbs as follows:

1/2 cup butter or margarine in a 
quart glass container, micro-wave 
on high till melted.  (You might want 
to place a paper towel over glass to 
contain the butter from splatter-
ing.)

Add----1/2 cup soft bread crumbs
           1/2 cup cracker crumbs
	
Mix with fork to the butter mixture.
	
Remove paper towel from fi sh, and 
sprinkle evenly with salt and pepper, 
then place buttered crumbs on each 
fi sh fi let
	
Pour either 1/3 cup of milk or coffee 
creamer over whole thing.  (Coffee 
creamer makes it much richer)
Place uncovered, back in micro-
wave and cook another 5-7 minutes 
on high. 
	
Serve with your favorite veggies.   

Both pictures taken along the LaGrange 
Road, just north of LaGrange.
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Creating Jobs, Building Our Future
(Continued from page 1)

supporting job creation?  I also know from 
personal experience that Maine government 
has important roles to play in both K-12 
and post-secondary education, research and 
development investments and streamlining 
regulations. These challenges must be met 
by the partnership of Maine government and 
job creators.
       Therefore, as Governor, I intend to:

Support the gradual elimination of the 
personal property tax on business equip-
ment in order to create a more fertile 
environment for those businesses who 
wish to invest in the future of Maine. A 
critical part of this proposal will be for 
the municipalities to be made whole. 
There must be a renewed sense of part-
nership and trust among government, 
employers and the citizens of Maine.
Initiate income tax reform by reducing 
the top marginal rate of 8.5% and in-
creasing the minimum taxable income 
through economic growth and prudent 
government spending. We have, for too 
long, taxed those who are least able to 
afford being taxed. Reducing the rate 
and increasing the minimum threshold 
will allow more Mainers to work with-
out being penalized for improving their 
fi nancial condition.
Introduce legislation which will con-
form our tax law with Federal statute, 
particularly as it relates to investments. 
Maine should not distinguish itself by 
having a higher state-imposed cost of 
capital than other states. Employers 
need a sense of predictability and this 
tax conformity will help achieve that 
goal.
Help lower the cost of energy for 
Maine’s citizens by supporting expand-
ed Research and Development and Ap-
plied Technological research in the pri-
vate sector. This private sector research 
has been proven to bring a signifi cant 
return on investments and will result in 
both new and improved renewable en-
ergy sources. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 Assist in helping lower the cost of 
workers’ compensation. The system 
must be able to consistently function 
well for both workers and employers 
while maintaining an emphasis on safe-
ty in the workplace. Limiting litigation 
should always be a priority. 
Reintroduce legislation which creates a 
statewide Pine Tree Zone, thereby help-
ing to eliminate unfair incentives and 
government control of those incentives. 
The current Pine Tree Zones exempt 
many businesses from the opportunity 
to invest in Maine and create more 
jobs. All businesses, those currently in 
Maine and those seeking to locate here, 
should be afforded the opportunity for 
success. This legislation will create a 
more meaningful partnership between 
employers and state government. 

 The new millennium brings with it chal-
lenges for Maine and our economy. We 
must be prepared to meet those challenges 
by having a tax policy that allows Mainers 
to fi nd employment and keep more of their 
paycheck. We must create an environment 
where employers view Maine as a predict-
able and reliable place to locate a business, 
create jobs and invest in the future. The glob-
al market necessitates that we more aggres-
sively legislate and promote a Maine which 
is truly,” Open for Business.”

5.

6.

Senator Woodcock is serving his 
third term in the Maine Senate and 
is a Republican candidate for Gov-
ernor

Laws, Rules, Regulations, Requirements, And Prohibitions
(Continued from page 1)

licenses for a number of violations, 
including snagging and fi shing with 
explosives.
 We learn on page nine in the book 
Regulating Ice Fishing that it is ille-
gal to put antifreeze into Maine wa-
ters, but there is no hint of what the 
penalty might be for this violation. 
We have no idea of what punishment 
we face if we use a worm for bait in 
New Sharon’s McIntire Pond, just 
that it is forbidden. Will you be sent 
to bed without supper for ice fi shing 
in Bristol’s Hastings Pond? No tell-
ing from reading the book governing 
such activities. What will it cost you 
if you take bass from Spednic Lake 
in Vanceboro? Apparently you won’t 
fi nd out unless you get caught trying 
it. Take bass from South Portland’s 
Hinckley Pond in late December and 
all you risk is a head cold as far as
you can tell from reading. You may 
be surprised to read that you are vi-
olating the rules if you cut the head 
and tail off your salmon a month be-
fore you cook it, but you need not be 
surprised to learn that no punish-
ment is prescribed. Happily, you are 
not forbidden to freeze it.
 I have no idea what our regulators 
hope to achieve by regulations with-
out deterrents, but I am beginning 
to get the idea that they are so busy 
making rules that they do not give 
due attention to encouraging com-
pliance.

Dr. Bill  Reid, a resident of New Sha-
ron, is a former professor of phi-
losophy in the University of Maine 
system,  a fi sherman and a hunter, 
and Republican candidate for Maine 
House District 87 in 2006.  He has 
run twice for the House as a Liber-
tarian in 2000 and 2002.

If you faced a hundred dollar fi ne for 
failure to remove, I expect you would 
feel a powerful urge to cart that trash
back up your drive. Threatened with 
a thousand dollar fi ne you’d remove 
that glass and tin at a run. The 
higher the penalty, the more certain 
the compliance. We all know this to 
be true.
 Here’s an oddity. I hold in my 
hands two books, Open Water Fish-
ing 2005 Regulations and Ice Fish-
ing 2005/2006 Regulations, a creel 
load of regulations between the two 
of them. You can read bits of Maine 
Revised Statutes Annotated (MRSA), 
general rules, regulations applied to 
specifi c lakes and ponds, directions 
for this, prohibitions against that, 
and instructions for the other. You 
could spend a substantial portion of 
your day’s fi shing trip studying one 
of these volumes, yet you would fi nd 
some strange omissions.
 There are almost no penalties de-
scribed for violations. In fact, there 
are only three stipulated in the two 
volumes. There is a ten thousand 
dollar fi ne for dumping any live bait 
into any Maine waters. The improp-
er disposal of litter in Maine makes 
you liable for a $200 fi ne for the fi rst 
offense, $500 for the second and all 
subsequent offenses. There is no 
mention of license revocation in the 
ice fi shing regulations, whereas we 
are told in the open waters volume 
that conviction of anglers for con-
viction of any violation “may result 
in revocation of fi shing privileges” 
and even in the revocation of other 
licenses. On page 64 of Open Wa-
ter Regulations, we learn that the 
commissioner is required to revoke 
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“
Those who have long enjoyed such 
privileges as we enjoy forget in 
time that men have died to win 
them.

”
Franklin D. Roosevelt

“
How soon we forget history... Government is not reason. 
Government is not eloquence. It is force. And, like fi re, it is a 
dangerous servant and a fearful master.

”
George Washington

A view of the Gulf of Maine from Pemaquid Point.

“
Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can 
be maintained without religion. Reason and experience both 
forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclu-
sion of religious principle.

”
George Washington
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The Fleecing of Maine: Taxes and Fees Suffocating Mainers
By Rep. David Trahan and Rep. Jon McKane

	 During	the	past	summer,	Governor	Balda-
cci	and	the	majority	party	campaigned	on	the	
theme	of 	having	lowered	your	tax	burden	and	
reduced	the	state	spending	increase	to	record	
lows.	
	 In	 this	 column	 we	 will	 begin	 to	 unravel	
truth from fi ction. We will peel away the 
budget	 gimmicks	 and	 cast	 away	 the	 Augusta	
double	talk.	And	we	will	make	clear	the	hard	
and	 honest	 facts	 of 	 exactly	 what	 your	 state	
government	did	to	keep	you	the	highest	taxed	
people	in	the	country.
	 It	is	important	to	understand	that	there	are	
two	state	budgets.	One	is	the	overall	state	bud-
get	 that	 includes	 all	 federal	 and	 state	 spend-
ing.	 It	 totals	about	$6.3	billion	a	year.	Under	
federal	 law,	 our	 state	 auditor	 must	 complete	
what is called a Federally Mandated Single Au-
dit	 for	 this	budget.	The	audit	 insures	 that	all	
monies	are	distributed	to	the	proper	agencies.	
Despite	these	controls,	we	can	see	by	reading	
the Single Audit that some federal money can 
be	“redirected.”
	 The	 Appropriations	 budget	 is	 different.	
This	budget	 is	 the	Legislature’s	 spending	bill	
for	 all	 of 	 the	 money	 collected	 through	 state	
taxes	and	fees.	Totaling	about	$3	billion	a	year,	
this	budget	is	a	breeding	ground	for	gimmicks	
and	smoke	and	mirrors	accounting.	It	 is	also	
the	birthplace	of 	special	interest	payouts.	Un-
fortunately,	 even	 for	 the	 most	 experienced	
lawyers,	it	is	virtually	impossible	to	decode	the	
dense	statutory	language,	the	endless	numbers	
and	 countless	 pages	 of 	 convoluted	 columns	
and	codes.
	 Clever	and	experienced	politicians	in	pow-
er	know	this.	If 	they	choose	to,	they	can	bury	
whatever	 they	 want	 in	 the	 mind-numbing	
miasma	of 	spending	and	legal	codes	without	
detection.	No	one,	including	the	press,	seems	
interested	 in	 or	 capable	 of 	 deciphering	 the	
schemes	 and	 gimmicks	buried	 in	Appropria-
tions	budgets.
	 Until	now.	After	months	of 	pouring	over		
budget	data	supplied	by	the	non-partisan	Of-
fi ce of  Fiscal and Program Review (OFPR) 
for	the	years	covering	the	Baldacci	administra-
tion,	this	is	some	of 	what	we	found:

	 The	 Governor	 and	 the	 Legislature	 have	
raised	more	than	83	different	tax	and	fee	line	
items	 totaling	 approximately	 $775	 million.	
These	 include	 everything	 from	 the	 new	 slot	
machine	taxes	to	increases	in	hunting	licenses	
and commercial fi shing licenses, and even a 
new $7 on-line fi re permit. There were fertil-
izer fees, surcharges on pet food, the kitten 
and	puppy	tax,	park	fees,	a	dollar	 increase	in	
the	cigarette	tax,	and	the	“casual	rental	tax”	(if 	
you	rent	your	camp	to	your	sister	for	a	month,	
you	have	to	charge	a	new	seven	percent	sales	
tax).
 Moreover, there were 21 line items where 
the	state	failed	to	conform	to	Federal	tax	cuts.	
These total more than $185 million. It is state 
policy	to	conform	to	federal	tax	changes,	but	
the	 Baldacci	 administration	 has	 decided	 it’s	
not	convenient	to	do	so.
	 Congress	and	President	Bush	have	passed	
tax	reductions	to	spur	business	and	economic	
development,	as	well	as	to	provide	desperately	
needed tax relief. Citizens in other states are 
getting the full benefi t of  these cuts, but not 
the	people	of 	Maine.	The	tax	cuts	Maine	has	
refused	 to	 adopt	 affect	 most	 people	 in	 the	
state.	They	include	the	“marriage	penalty”	tax,	
day	care	credits,	higher	education	expense	de-
ductions,	 the	 death	 tax	 and	 student	 loan	 tax	
deductions.
	 Naturally,	 Maine	 always	 conforms	 –	 with	
blinding	speed	–	when	the	federal	government	
raises	taxes.
	 In	the	Baldacci	era,	the	majority	party	has	
found	 numerous	 other	 ways	 to	 separate	 you	
from	your	money.	They	include	delays	in	state	
tax	credits	($23	million),	changes	in	exemption	
formulas	($6.7	million),	an	increase	in	state	re-
tirement	 annuities	 tax	 ($25	million	over	 four	
years),	three	increases	in	the	gas	tax	($82	mil-
lion),	and	a	new	tax	on	slot	machines.	One	of 	
the	most	repugnant	new	“revenue	enhancers”	
is	 the	hospital	 tax	or	“sick	tax”	of 	$263	mil-
lion.
 Several of  these taxes, such as the gas tax 
and	 the	 sick	 tax,	were	not	claimed	as	 tax	 in-
creases by the governor’s budget offi cer (that’s 
another	 gimmick	 we’ll	 explain	 later).	 If 	 you

don’t	 believe	 these	 are	 taxes,	 try	 not	 paying	
them.	 On	 second	 thought,	 don’t.	 There’s	 a	
new Maine Revenue Services “enforcement 
initiative” that includes hiring 31 more tax 
“enforcers” to help squeeze Maine citizens 
and	small	businesses.	The	cost	of 	 this	 initia-
tive	is	$44	million.
	 The	grand	total	of 	all	tax	and	fee	increases	
since John Baldacci won the Blaine House and 
through	the	end	of 	his	term	–	are	you	ready?	–	
is $1.146 billion. And yet the Governor’s bud-
get offi ce claims to have raised taxes only $311 
million.	These	kinds	of 	tax	and	fee	increases	
are	 like	 the	 proverbial	 “death	 by	 a	 thousand	
cuts”	for	Maine	businesses	and	certainly	have	
been	suffocating	the	Maine	economy.
 For the fi rst three months of  2005, Maine 
sales tax revenue fell 1.2 percent while the na-
tional	average	grew	by	5.8	percent.	Maine	was	
one	of 	only	three	states	to	experience	such	a	
decline.	This	is	a	symptom	of 	an	economy	in	
distress. Hiding spending and taxes will not 
change	that	reality.
 The fi scal year ended in the black, but only 
because	several	wealthy	people	in	Maine	died	
and	the	taxes	on	their	estates	made	up	for	lag-
ging sales. How pathetic – without the death 
of  its citizens, the Maine government could 
not	support	itself.
	 In	the	next	column	we	will	explain	more	of 	
the	shell	games	and	gimmicks	the	administra-
tion and its budget offi ce, with an assist from 
the	Legislature,	are	using	to	cook	the	books.

Rep. David Trahan, a fourth-term 
legislator from Waldoboro, is a 
woodsman. Rep. Jon McKane, a 
freshman legislator from Newcas-
tle, is an electrical contractor.

Taken from Babbit Ridge, along Route 16, northeast of 
Moscow and Bingham. 

“
The Constitution of most of our 
states (and of the United States) 
assert that all power is inherent in 
the people; that they may exercise 
it by themselves; that it is their 
right and duty to be at all times 
armed and that they are entitled 
to freedom of person, freedom of 
religion, freedom of property, and 
freedom of press.

”
Thomas Jefferson

“
We, the people are the rightful masters of both 
Congress and the courts -- not to overthrow the 
Constitution, but to overthrow men who pervert 
the Constitution.

”
Abraham Lincoln

A	house	in	Pemaquid	Harbor.

A view of Johns Bay from Pemaquid Beach.

Photographs of rural 
Maine taken by 

Ken Anderson. unless 
otherwise attributed.

Copyright 2006
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Cary: 200 acre Maine farm. 3 BR home, 42 by 42 solid barn and separate workshop. 52 acres tillable now. Good soils. Woods were fields. Could be again. Old stone walls, great unt-
ing, snowmobile trails out back. Act now for this year’s planting season.  $229,000
Talmadge: Large four bedroom home on a 70+ acre organic farm. 900 feet of frontage on Musquash Stream and your own private air strip make this an ultimate professional’s ome. 
40 by 40 foot barn and a 3 car garage with a 24 by 40 studio above. The home has two full baths, a kitchen with breakfast bar and a large office with private owned DSL link. A 
pond is visible from the kitchen. Property must be seen. Not just near the airport. You OWN the airport. VOR on the property. Salmon fish the East Branch of Musquash Stream on 
the property. Owned DSL server on site. $239,000
Talmadge: Classic Maine farm home on 65 acres. Attached barn, gardens, two wells, glassed in porch facing south and a stream on the property. This is all on a year round town 
road that dead ends into a trail system. Updated kitchen, huge family room and a private DSL internet link make this home a great getaway, second home or site for a home based 
on-line business.          $139,900
Burlington: Nearly new camp on Madagasgal Lake. Owned land! Insulated, wired for generator and neatly finished with knotty pine inside. This camp looks west at the sunset. 
Prevailing west wind keeps the bugs away. Great fishing for the accomplished sportsman and kids both. Snowmobile and ATV right from the camp. Trails connect with the new ATV 
regional system. Sandy bottom for swimming and there is a babbling brook beside the camp. A perfect four season getaway. Madagasgal Lake is a quiet lake with many camps 
owned by area families. Don’t wait til spring.      $139,000
Springfield: 47.3 acres in the back country where the deer are. Nicely wooded with cedar and spruce. Some high ground for a camp and some low ground where the deer hang out. 
4WD access. Three lakes within a mile and many lakes nearby. $25,000
Lee:  Three acres on the South Road. Nice level lot in quiet area and close to Silver lake. ATV and Snowmobile trails go right by. Town road with power and phone. Quiet area.       
$11,900

Land, Camps, Farms, Businesses and even Homes. 3 acres to 20,000 acres. Buy your Maine land while you still can. ERA McPhail Realty, Lincoln, Maine
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Constitutional Myths and Realities: Part I
by Justice Stephen Markman

ers as those relating to foreign policy 
and national defence, to the latter such 
powers as those relating to the criminal 
justice system and the protection of the 
family. Second, there is the separation of 
powers, in which each branch of the na-
tional government -- the legislative, the 
executive, and the judicial branch -- has 
distinct responsibilities, yet is subject 
to the checks and balances of the other 
branches. Third, there is the principle 
of limited government of a particular 
sort in which the national government 
is constrained to exercise only those 
powers set forth by the Constitution, 
for example, issuing currency, admin-
istering immigration laws, running the 
post office and waging war. Together, 
these principles make it more difficult 
for government to exercise power and 
to abuse minority rights, and they limit 
the impact of governmental abuses of 
power.
	 Many of the Founders, including 
James Madison, believed that a Bill of 
Rights was unnecessary because the 
Constitution’s architecture itself was 
sufficient to ensure that national power 
would not be abused. As Alexander 
Hamilton remarked in Federalist 84, 
“the Constitution is itself, in every ratio-
nal sense, and to every useful purpose, 
a Bill of Rights.” And practically speak-
ing, until 1925, the Bill of Rights was not 
even thought to apply to the states, only 
to Congress; yet the individual rights of 
our citizens remained generally well 
protected.

Myth or Misconception 3: The na-
tional government and the state gov-
ernments are regulated similarly by the 
Constitution.
	 As the 10th Amendment makes clear, 
the starting point for any constitutional 
analysis is that the national, i.e., the fed-
eral government can do nothing under 
the Constitution unless it is affirmative-
ly authorized by some provision of the 
Constitution. The states, on the other 
hand, can do anything under the Con-
stitution unless they are prohibited by 
some provision of the Constitution. Why 
then, one might ask, throughout the 19th 
century and well into the 20th century 
-- before the Bill of Rights was thought 
to apply to the states -- did Michigan 
and other states not generally infringe 
upon such indispensable freedoms as 
the freedom of speech or religion? How 
were individual rights protected? Well, 
in two ways principally: First and most 
obviously, there was simply not major-
ity sentiment on the part of the people 
of Michigan or other states to encroach 
upon such freedoms. Second, Michigan 
and all other states had their own Con-
stitution that protected such freedoms.
	 Today the Bill of Rights has been 
construed by the U.S. Supreme Court 
to apply to the states, creating more 
uniform and more centralized constitu-
tional policy. It remains true, however,

that the impact of the Constitution upon 
the national and state governments var-
ies substantially.

Myth or Misconception 4: Federalism 
is the same thing as state’s rights.
	 “States rights” in the constitutional 
sense refers to all of the rights of sover-
eignty retained by the states under the 
Constitution. But in this sense, state’s 
rights refers to only half of what fed-
eralism is, the other half consisting of 
those powers either reserved for the 
national government or affirmatively 
prohibited to the states.
	 In popular use, “state’s rights” has 
had a checkered history. Before the Civ-
il War, it was the rallying cry of south-
ern opponents of proposals to abolish 
or restrict slavery. By the 20th century, 
it had become the watchword of many 
of those who supported segregation in 
the public schools, as well as those who 
criticized generally the growing power 
of the central government.
	 While I share the view that federal 
power has come to supplant “state’s 
rights” in far too many areas of govern-
mental responsibility, “state’s rights” 
are truly rights only where an exami-
nation of the Constitution reveals both 
that the national government lacks the 
authority to act and that there is nothing 
that prohibits the state governments 
from acting. There is no “state’s right,” 
for example, for one state to impose 
barriers on trade coming from another 
or to establish a separate foreign poli-
cy. These responsibilities are reserved 
to the national government by the Con-
stitution.

Myth or Misconception 5: The Con-
stitution is a document for lawyers and 
judges.
	 The Constitution was written for 
those in whose name it was cast, “we 
the people.” It is a relatively short 
document, and it is generally straight-
forward and clear-cut. With only a few 
exceptions, there is an absence of le-
galese or technical terms. While the 
contemporary constitutional debate 
has focused overwhelmingly on a few 
broad phrases of the ward and clear-
cut. With only a few ex such as “due 
process” and “equal protection,” the 
overwhelming part of this document 
specifies, for example, that a member 
of the House of Representatives must 
be 25 years of age, seven years a citi-
zen, and an inhabitant of the state from 
which he is chosen; that a bill becomes 
a law when approved by both Houses 
and signed by the president, etc. One 
willing to invest just a bit more time in 
understanding the Constitution need 
only peruse The Federalist Papers to 
see what Madison, Hamilton or Jay had 
to say about its provisions to a popu-
lar audience of the late-18th century.
	 One reason I believe that the Con-
stitution, as well as our laws generally,

should be interpreted according to the 
straightforward meaning of their lan-
guage, is to maintain the law as an insti-
tution that belongs to all of the people, 
and not merely to judges and lawyers. 
Let me give you an illustration: One 
creative constitutional scholar has said 
that the requirement that the president 
shall be at least 35 years of age really 
means that a president must have the 
maturity of a person who was 35 back 
in 1789 when the Constitution was writ-
ten. That age today, opines this scholar, 
might be 30 or 32 or 40 or 42. The prob-
lem is that whenever a word of phrase 
of the Constitution is interpreted in such 
a “creative” fashion, the Constitution -- 
and the law in general -- becomes less 
accessible and less comprehensible 
to ordinary citizens, and more the ex-
clusive province of attorneys who are 
trained in knowing such things as that 
“35” does not always mean “35.”
	 One thing, by the way, that is unusual 
in the constitutional law course that I 
teach at Hillsdale College is that we ac-
tually read the language of the Consti-
tution and discuss its provisions as we 
do so. What passes for constitutional law 
study at many colleges and universi-
ties is exclusively the study of Supreme 
Court decisions. While such decisions 
are obviously important, it is also im-
portant to compare what the Supreme 
Court has said to what the Constitu-
tion says. What is also unusual at Hill-
sdale is that, by the time students take 
my course, they have been required 
to study such informing documents as 
the Declaration of Independence, The 
Federalist Papers, Washington’s First 
Inaugural Address -- and, indeed, the 
Constitution itself.

All Maine Matters will print the second half of Justice 
Markman’s speech in our May issue.
Reprinted by permission from Imprimis, the 
national speech digest of Hillsdale College, 
www.hillsdale.edu.

Stephen Markman, who teaches 
constitutional law at Hillsdale Col-
lege, was appointed by Governor 
John Engler in 1999 as Justice of 
the Michigan Supreme Court and 
subsequently elected to that po-
sition. Prior to that, he served as 
United States Attorney in Michigan 
(appointed by President George H. 
W. Bush); Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States (appoint-
ed by President Ronald Reagan), in 
which position he coordinated the 
federal judicial selection process; 
Chief Counsel of the U.S. Senate 
Subcommittee on the Constitution; 
and Deputy Chief Counsel of the 
U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Justice Markman has written for 
numerous legal journals, includ-
ing the Stanford Law Review, the 
University of Chicago Law Review, 
the University of Michigan Jour-
nal of Law Reform and the Har-
vard Journal of Law & Public Policy.

The following is adapted from a speech 
delivered on April 29, 2003, at Hillsdale 
College National Leadership Seminar in 
Dearborn, Michigan.

	 The United States has enjoyed un-
precedented liberty, prosperity and 
stability, in large part because of its 
Constitution. I would like to discuss a 
number of myths or misconceptions 
concerning that inspired document.
	 Myth or Misconception 1: Public 
policies of which we approve are consti-
tutional and public policies of which we 
disapprove are unconstitutional.
	 It might be nice if those policies that 
we disfavor were barred by the Consti-
tution. But this is not, by and large, what 
the Constitution does. Rather, the Con-
stitution creates an architecture of gov-
ernment that is designed to limit the 
abuse of governmental power. The del-
egates to the Constitutional Convention 
of 1787 sought to create a government 
that would be effective in carrying 
out its essential tasks, such as foreign 
policy and national defense, while not 
coming to resemble those European 
governments with which they were so 
familiar, where the exercise of govern-
mental power was arbitrary and with-
out limits. Therefore, while the Consti-
tution constrains government, it does 
not generally seek to replace the rep-
resentative process of government.
	 Governments may, and often do, car-
ry out unwise public policies without 
running afoul of the Constitution. As a 
Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court, 
I often uphold policies that have been 
enacted in the state legislature, or by 
cities and counties and townships that I 
believe are unwise. But lack of wisdom 
is not the test for what is or is not con-
stitutional, and lack of wisdom is not 
what allows me -- a judge, not the adult 
supervisor of society -- to exercise the 
enormous power of judicial review and 
strike down laws that have been en-
acted by “we the people” through their 
elected representatives. Redress for 
unwise public policies must generally 
come as the product of democratic de-
bate and at the ballot box, not through 
judicial correction.
	 Myth or Misconception 2: The Con-
stitution principally upholds individual 
rights and liberties through the guar-
antees of the Bill of Rights.
	 It is not to denigrate the importance 
of the Bill of Rights to suggest that the 
Founders intended that individual 
rights and liberties would principally 
be protected by the architecture of the 
Constitution -- the structure of govern-
ment set forth in its original seven ar-
ticles. The great animating principals 
of our Constitution are in evidence 
everywhere within this architecture. 
First, there is federalism, in which the 
powers of government are divided be-
tween the national government and the  
states. To the former belong such pow-


